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XXXVIII TECMUN
General Agenda

Secretary General: Paulo Souto Nuriez

GENERAL COORDINATION
Subsecretary of General Coordination: Brenda Noreiia Mejia
Supervisor of General Coordination for Co. Secretariat: Samuel Alejandro
Herrera Tapia

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
General Subsecretary: William Vazquez Hernandez
Supervisor of Coordination: Mauro Carrillo Galvez

United Nations General Assembly
President: Guillermo Pacheco Infante

A) Measures to counter the forced displacement of citizens of Idlib in the Syrian Arab
Republic due to attacks by the extremist group Hayat Tahrir al Sham (HTS) through regional
dynamics involving support for Bashar al-Assad by the Russian Federation and the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

B) Actions to counter the influence of the Grey Wolves in Europe, in order to mitigate ethnic
tensions within Turkish expatriate communities, with emphasis on the Federal Republic of
Germany, the Republic of Austria and the French Republic.

Historico Comité Especial de los 24
Presidenta: Yésika Pamela Garcia Trejo

A) Medidas para frenar el colonialismo en el territorio Ruanda-Urundi, actualmente
Republica de Ruanda y Republica de Burundi, por parte de la Republica Federal de Alemania
y el Reino de Bélgica, con énfasis en la reduccion de practicas discriminatorias entre los
grupos étnicos Hutus y Tutsis. (1950-1962)

B) Acciones para examinar la solicitud de Africa Oriental Portuguesa, hoy Republica de
Mozambique, para su independizacion de la Republica Portuguesa, buscando fortalecer la
estructura econdmica y detener la explotacion de recursos agricolas y minerales dentro del
territorio por parte de empresas del sector privado. (1964-1975)

Sixth Legal Committee
President: Sara Sofia Govantes Cruz

A) Measures to address human rights violations, including extrajudicial executions and
sexual violence, in the ongoing conflict in the Republic of Sudan and their global
implications for civilian protection in armed conflicts.

B) Strategies to address the legal implications of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s support for
Palestinian militias in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, with emphasis on state sovereignty and
application of international law.



Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
President: Claudia Guadalupe Pfeiffer Benitez

A) Actions to cease the migrant smuggling networks in the Central Mediterranean Route of
Europe, with focus on border security and dismantling of criminal networks in the frontier
states of the Italian Republic and the Republic of Malta.

B) Strategies to counter human trafficking with emphasis on labor exploitation currently
committed by the Albanian Mafia in Western Europe in the French Republic and the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Programa Conjunto de las Naciones Unidas sobre el VIH/SIDA
Presidente: Emiliano Melchor Romo

A) Estrategias para prevenir la transmision vertical del VIH en mujeres embarazadas, asi
como mitigar el impacto que tiene en los nifios y adolescentes que lo portan en la region
subsahariana de Africa.

B) Acciones para contrarrestar los crecientes casos de VIH en la comunidad LGBTQ+ latina
que reside en los Estados Unidos de América, priorizando el acceso a los tratamientos
necesarios dentro del sistema de salud.

Alto Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Refugiados
Presidenta: Abril Valdés Calva

Tépico Unico) Medidas para salvaguardar los derechos humanos y la seguridad de los
refugiados somalies afectados por la crisis humanitaria en el Cuerno de Africa a causa de la
division étnica en la Republica Federal de Somalia.

United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime
President: Paulina de la Victoria Patiiio

A) Measures to regulate and eliminate the trafficking routes and production of synthetic
drugs in laboratories, with emphasis on the fabrication of methamphetamines and cultivation
of opium in the Golden Triangle in Asia.

B) Strategies to cease the trafficking and smuggling of firearms across the border states
between the nations that compose the Sahel region in Africa due to the presence of several
organized crime groups and lack of governance.

Oficina del Representante Especial del Secretario General sobre la Violencia
Sexual en los Conflictos
Presidenta: Ana Paula Garcia Lopez

A) Acciones para fortalecer el marco legislativo y la cooperacion internacional sobre los
grupos de apoyo y las misiones de la Organizacion de las Naciones Unidas con base a la
violencia sexual por parte de los Cascos Azules en la Republica de Haiti.

B) Estrategias para prevenir el uso de la violencia sexual como tactica militar por parte de
grupos armados en el conflicto bélico entre la Federacion de Rusia y Ucrania, con énfasis en
el reforzamiento de servicios de atencion y rendicion de cuentas.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL
General Subsecretary: Miranda Senties Carmona
Supervisor of Coordination: Aaron Badillo Aguilar



Comision de la Condicion Juridica y Social de 1a Mujer
Presidenta: Paulette Mayen Alvarez

A) Mecanismos para la implementacion de reformas sobre la crisis de las nifias y las mujeres
relacionada al consumo de sustancias nocivas agravada por la violencia de género, haciendo
énfasis en la situacion de la expectativa de género del Reino de Arabia Saudita.

B) Acciones para erradicar la marginacion hacia las mujeres y nifias en naciones afectadas
por conflictos y desigualdad de género dentro de Asia Meridional y Africa Subsahariana.

International Organization for Migration
President: Ana Mercado Gardurio

A) Measures and strategies for enhancing security and protection of Syrian refugees
transitioning in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the Republic of Tiirkiye.

B) Strategies for reintegration of incoming migrants in Central America, focusing on the
Republic of El Salvador and the Republic of Honduras.

United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute
President: Diego Ortiz Martinez

A) Actions to combat crimes linked to exploitation of critical minerals derived from weak
law enforcement in the states of Africa, emphasizing in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo.

B) Measures to counter organized criminal groups nexus with firearms trafficking networks
in the Latin American region with emphasis in the Triple Frontier.

Organizacion Mundial del Comercio
Presidenta: Mariana Méndez Cruz

A) Estrategias para mitigar el comercio ilicito y fraudulento de productos médicos y
farmacéuticos en la region de Asia y el Pacifico.

B) Medidas para contrarrestar el conflicto politico relacionado al comercio de minerales
energéticos y esenciales de América latina y el Caribe.

Comision de Prevencion del Delito y Justicia Penal
Presidenta: Natalia Forcada Nava

A) Estrategias para prevenir la trata de personas perpetuada por el grupo terrorista Tren de
Aragua, con un enfoque en la Republica Bolivariana de Venezuela y la Republica de
Colombia
B) Mecanismos para terminar la influencia del grupo terrorista Hizbuld en el Medio Oriente y
América Latina, con énfasis en la Republica Libanesa y la Republica Bolivariana de
Venezuela

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
President: Gabriel Salazar Valdovinos

A) Measures to counter the environmental and economic impacts of sea levels’ rising, and the
climate change on island nations, through new technologies and sustainable solutions with
emphasis on the Republic of the Maldives and Tuvalu.



B) Strategies to boost Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) education
and increase investment in scientific and technological development in Latin America, with
emphasis on the United Mexican States.

Instituto de las Naciones Unidas de Investigacion sobre el Desarme
Presidenta: Maria José Parra Meza

A) Acciones para neutralizar el conflicto armado dentro de la region del Sahel, con énfasis en
los ataques de grupos extremistas yihadistas.

B) Acciones para neutralizar el conflicto armado dentro de la Republica de la Unién de
Myanmar causado por el enfrentamiento de grupos religiosos dentro de la region.

Commission on Narcotic Drugs
President: Mariana Carolina Guerrero Zarate

A) Strategies to reduce the trafficking and consumption of synthetic drugs within Latin
American prisons due to the inadequate penitentiary security systems, with an emphasis on
the Federative Republic of Brazil.

B) Measures to reduce the production of synthetic drugs due to the presence of drug
trafficking groups in rural areas of Latin America, focusing on illicit coca leaf in the Republic
of Peru and the Republic of Colombia.

SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND REGIONAL ORGANISMS
General Subsecretary: Aranza Michelle Castro Rivero
Supervisor of Coordination: Sofia Torres Escalante

United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs
President: Patrick Eduardo Cunillé Paniagua

A) Strategies to regulate the use of Artificial Intelligence in outer space to ensure global
peace, development and prevent militarization.

B) Measures to promote fair and sustainable utilization of space resources, seeking equitable
access, and collaboration among nations to foster global development in the space economy.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization
President: Axl Paris Ortega Rodriguez

A) Strategies to address security challenges and environmental responsibilities in the Arctic,
countering militarization and fostering regional stability.

B) Measures to enhance NATO’s role in the Serbia-Kosovo conflict, foster reconciliation in
the Balkans, and mitigate Russian influence.

Comité Internacional de la Cruz Roja
Presidenta: Maria José Zarraga Garcia

A) Medidas para garantizar la proteccion de las minorias étnicas de la Republica de la Union
de Myanmar frente al uso de minas antipersonales, debido al actual conflicto armado civil.

B) Estrategias para mitigar el impacto del conflicto armado en la infraestructura sanitaria de
la Republica del Sudan, priorizando el acceso a servicios médicos para las comunidades
afectadas.



International Criminal Police Organization
President: Fatima Fuente del Campo Gonzdlez

Unique Topic) Measures to address transnational trafficking networks responsible for human
trafficking, sexual and labour exploitation of women and girls.

Security Council
President: Samantha Salgado Najar

A) Measures to mitigate the maritime security crisis in the Republic of Yemen, with emphasis
on the Red Sea violence and security restoration.

B) Strategies to prevent a possible military deployment from the Republic of the Philippines
and the United States of America to the People’s Republic of China, due to recent territorial
disputes in the South China Sea.

Conseil des Droits de I’ Homme
Président: Oscar Avila Pérez

A) Actions visant a renforcer I’enquéte sur les homicides et les crimes de haine envers les
femmes trans aux FEtats-Unis Mexicains, mettant en évidence 1’inefficacité du systéme
judiciaire a rendre justice et a garantir leur sécurité.

B) Dispositifs légaux pour arréter les atteintes aux droits des femmes en République
Islamique d'Afghanistan en raison des lois talibanes, en portant une attention particulicre a la
violence sexuelle subie.

Historica Asociacion de Naciones del Sudeste Asiatico
Presidenta: Daniela Alexa Alcantara Sosa

A) Acciones para frenar las violaciones de derechos humanos cometidas por el Tatmadaw en
la Unién de Birmania a causa del conflicto civil, con énfasis en los abusos sufridos por el
grupo étnico Rohinya y el incumplimiento de la Carta de la ASEAN. (1968)

B) Estrategias para regular la migracion de refugiados vietnamitas con énfasis en los
desplazados provenientes de las ciudades de Saigon y Hanoi a paises del Sudeste Asiatico, a
causa del conflicto bélico entre la Republica Democratica de Vietnam y la Republica de
Vietnam. (1955-1975)

Corte Penal Internacional
Presidenta: Andrea Abigail Salazar Lopez

A) Acusacion contra Benjamin Netanyahu, primer ministro del Estado de Israel, por
presuntos crimenes de guerra perpetrados en Gaza.

B) Investigaciones contra Nicolas Maduro y el gobierno de la Republica Bolivariana de
Venezuela por posibles crimenes de lesa humanidad.



Dear participant,

Our goal is to shape you into an exemplary person, who through dialogue, analysis, and
debate, becomes a role model and a leader. But you must know that being a leader is not only
about directing, but about inspiring, igniting the flame of change, and forging a future where
cooperation and understanding are the foundation of our world. As Secretary-General for this

edition of TECMUN, it is a pleasure to welcome you one last time to this Model.

Unfortunately, our world faces an enormous number of challenges, injustices, and adversities
every day. Take a moment and appreciate all the good things you have in your life: friends,
family, opportunities, and recognize the privilege of being who you are and having the life
you have. Always take advantage of this opportunity, strive to improve yourself every day,
seek to raise your voice for all those who, unlike you, cannot, always fight for a better place
where we can all live, and shape yourself into someone intelligent, upright, and above all, a

good person.

As one of the most important Model United Nations in Latin America, we hope you enjoy
another edition of TECMUN to the fullest. The entire Secretariat has worked hard to ensure
that during these three days of debate, we open the doors for you to learn, question, and build,
but above all, to become the agent of change that the world needs. Always remember that

today you have the valuable opportunity to make a difference.

Thank you for everything TECMUN

Paulo Souto Nuiiez
Secretary General for the
XXXVIII TECMUN



“We don 't have to do everything in order to be everything, because we are already infinite.
While we are alive we always contain a future of multifarious possibility.”

— The Midnight Library
Dear participant:

Being here today, addressing these words to you, is the result of a series of coincidences that
led me to this position. Just like you, I was once a delegate, feeling anxious about the
experience ahead, doubting whether I was prepared enough, and allowing my own shyness to
hold me back from participating and sharing my ideas. However, I made the decision to try,
to push past that deeply rooted fear. Even though I never won any awards as a delegate, I
discovered that simply being in a room debating global issues helped me realize that my
voice mattered and that my ideas could contribute something valuable. That said, do not take
part in this solely with the goal of earning recognition. By engaging in this debate exercise,
you develop communication and leadership skills. Moreover, you demonstrate your
commitment and passion for the change our society needs, strengthening your value as an
individual.

From my own experience, I can tell you that success requires more than just discipline, it also
demands sacrifice and, above all, passion. Do things with love, and always strive to give your
best, even when faced with tasks that may not be to your liking. To be honest, I used to find
Model United Nations tedious and unappealing. However, I chose to change my perspective
and focus on the areas that fulfilled me and allowed me to truly enjoy what I was doing. With
this, I encourage you to shift away from the pessimistic mindset that is often tied to human
nature and instead explore the wonders our world has to offer. Embrace your curiosity,
challenge your own limits, innovate solutions for today’s global issues, laugh, create
unforgettable memories, make friends, love, make mistakes, try again, make mistakes once
more, but never give up on pursuing your goals and dreams.

This edition marks the end of an important chapter in my life, as I bid farewell to TECMUN
with a deep sense of nostalgia. Despite this, I carry in my heart all the experiences I have
lived, the laughter, the moments, and most importantly, the friendships I have built over these
three years of participation. Make the most of the opportunity you have in this Model to
challenge the perspectives presented worldwide and enrich your knowledge by learning from
others. Remember that success is a path never walked alone, it is traveled alongside those
who inspire and support us. TECMUN has had a profound impact on my life, and I hope you
will come to love it as much as I did. Take my experience as proof that life has great things in
store for you, so let them unfold and embrace every stage of your journey. I wish you great
success in these days of hard work and hope you achieve all your goals. TECMUN, thank
you for allowing me to be part of your story; I leave my mark on you, and I take a piece of
you in my heart,

Brenda Norena Mejia
Subsecretary of General Coordination for the
XXXVIII TECMUN



“I am no longer accepting the things I cannot change. I am changing the things I cannot accept.”
- Angela Davis

Participant,

I would like to begin this letter by thanking you for deciding to be part of this model that has been
my greatest passion, TECMUN. Looking back on the journey that brought me here fills me with
nostalgia, as years ago, I set myself the goal of becoming part of the High Secretariat without
ever imagining the magnitude of its impact on my life. Five years ago, I participated in my first
MUN, and without a doubt, it was the decision that triggered the most wonderful butterfly effect I
have experienced so far. Today, standing at the top of the largest model in Latin America, [ am
overcome with an inexplicable feeling. It was not luck that got me here but rather every model
that gave me knowledge and friendships, every position that became a step earned through effort
and dedication. Knowing that this will be my last TECMUN brings mixed emotions, but above
all, it fills me with happiness to share it with people like you, who, just like me, feel this same
passion.

Participant, I ask you to live these three days with the best attitude—to learn, debate, and evolve.
Not everyone has the opportunity to speak for those who are directly affected by the issues you
will debate, so do not see this experience as just an academic endeavor. This is a space where
ideas have the power to transform realities. In a world facing social, economic, and political
challenges, along with a decline in human values, it is easy to lose hope. But always remember;
those of us who wish to change the world are the majority, and every word you speak, every time
you raise your placard, and every solution you propose here could be the start of real change.
Question, learn, and above all, never let the spark of curiosity within you fade. There is nothing
worse than ignorance—take the initiative to inform yourself and the desire to make a difference,
starting with yourself. Do not debate just for recognition; do it to grow. Do not defend a position
just out of obligation; understand it and challenge it. Do not participate just for curriculum, but
with the conviction that every action leads to a reaction. Revolutions are not a thing of the
past—those who dare to challenge the status quo are the ones shaping the present. If we do not
disrupt, we will never transform society. Wanting a fairer world is not enough; we must demand
it, build it, and achieve it, because change will not come on its own—we are the ones who must
make it happen.

Enjoy, learn, and leave your mark, because true impact is not just what you leave in a model, but
what you create in the world. I bid farewell to TECMUN with nothing but eternal satisfaction for
having left my essence in the model that changed my life, knowing that it will live on through
future generations.

Thank you for being part of my story in TECMUN, now it is your turn to write yours.

Aranza Michelle Castro Rivero
Subsecretary of the Specialized Agencies and Regional Organisms for the
XXXVII TECMUN
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“Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live forever.”

— Mahatma Gandhi

Delegates,

It is an honor to be your president in this TECMUN model. First of all, I want to say that all
of you are brave individuals who enjoy facing challenges because standing in front of an
audience and defending a position is no easy task. These kinds of challenges will help you
always stay one step ahead in difficult situations; you won’t fear speaking in front of an
audience, you will learn how to handle problems, interact with people in the best possible
way, conduct thorough research, and develop many other valuable skills. Likewise, being part
of a debate helps you understand the current global situation.

Being where you are right now is not easy, I’ve been there. That’s why my advice to you is to
speak without fear of being heard. I know the fear and nerves that run through a delegate’s
veins when speaking, and how frustrating it can be to want to speak up and not manage to do
so. But everything happens one step at a time. Not everything is easy, and that’s what makes
it exciting. Fear won’t bring you anything positive, it’s better to make mistakes and learn
from them than to stay silent and wonder what could have happened. If I had held on to that
fear, I wouldn’t be where I am today. As I mentioned, I started as a delegate, and now I am
your president, all because I decided to take a risk. So every time you step up to speak,
believe that you can do it, and remember that it’s okay if you make mistakes, just get up and
try again. It won’t be an easy journey, but that’s what makes it fun and thrilling.

Finally, I wish you the greatest success in this TECMUN because I know that all of you are
capable of achieving whatever you set your minds to. Thank you so much for choosing
NATO as your committee and for taking the initiative to join this great challenge. You will
also meet new people, some of whom you may cross paths with again in the future, so
socialize and spread your wings in this new world. You will leave with stories to tell and
anecdotes you’ll laugh about later. The most important thing is that you enjoy these three
days of hard work and give your best. I know you can do it, and as your president, I am proud
of you and confident that you will do an amazing job.Good luck to all of you, and most

importantly, have fun!

AxI Paris Ortega Rodriguez
President for the North Atlantic Treaty Organization for the
XXXVIII TECMUN
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Background

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was established in 1949 through the signing
of the North Atlantic Treaty in Washington, D.C., as a political and military alliance uniting
32 member countries to ensure collective defense and stability. This treaty was established
with 14 points during the tensions of the Cold War, Article 5 being NATO’s fundamental
principle, which states that an attack against one ally, is an attack against all. This alliance
creates a transatlantic link, allowing its participants to consult and collaborate on matters of
defense and security, as well as to carry out multinational operations for crisis management. It
operates independently from the United Nations but often works together on peacemaking
and security initiatives; today’s NATO’s main objective is to ensure collective security for its

members through deterrence, crisis management, and cooperative security.

Faculties

In order to guarantee collective defense and security of its member countries, the North

Atlantic Treaty Organization has the capacity to:

e Promotes dialogue, practical cooperation, and support missions through international
negotiations and treaties by collaborating with non-Member Countries and

international organizations;

e Updates its policies, capabilities, and structures to tackle emerging threats, including
cyberattacks, extremism, hybrid warfare, and disruptions to critical infrastructure;

e Implements peacekeeping operations, humanitarian response, and regional stability
efforts while ensuring the collective defense of Member Countries against armed

attacks.
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e Deploys resources and multinational forces to strengthen, supervise, and train military
capabilities, addressing conflicts and preventing escalation in regions impacted by
crises;

e Develops strategies, employing advanced technologies, and conducting protection,
reconnaissance, and surveillance operations to address global challenges;

e Promotes plans for armament regulation, non-proliferation, and disarmament

measures.
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Topic A

Strategies to address security challenges and
environmental responsibilities in the Arctic,
countering  militarization and fostering
regional stability

By: Mariana Pérez Malagon
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Introduction

The Arctic has become a central concern for global security and environmental issues, caused
by climate change, economic interests, and geopolitical' tensions. Climate change has been
rapidly melting Arctic sea ice, with temperatures increasing at a rate that is three times higher
than the global yearly average. (Arctic Council, 2023). This has caused ecological and
economical consequences, such as the opening of new trade routes, like the Northern Sea
Route (NSR), and access to natural resources, including oil, gas, and minerals, leading to a
competition among major powers, especially the Federation of Russia, the People’s Republic
of China, and NATO allies, for dominance over strategic territories and resources. The
Federation of Russia is increasing its military presence and deploying advanced weapons,
while the People’s Republic of China is enhancing its influence through economic and
scientific initiatives. In response, Western countries, including the United States of America,
Canada, and the Kingdom of Norway, are intensifying their strategic efforts and coordinating
through NATO.

The Arctic is both strategically important and vulnerable; increased militarization
risks conflict among nations, threatening global peace. Additionally, the rapid melting ice
leads to environmental instability and opens new resource extraction and shipping routes.
Furthermore, the region holds 13% of untapped oil reserves and 30% of natural gas, making
it essential for energy security. (CEPA, n.d.). This situation is critical for both security and the
environment, primarily due to the Federation of Russia’s militarization, which includes
advancements in hypersonic missiles and submarines, which elevate tensions in an already
unstable region, this not only increases the potential for direct conflicts among major powers

but also could lead to disputes over control and access to the newly established routes. On the

' Geopolitical: connected with political activity as influenced by the physical features of a country or area, or
with the study of the way a country's size, position, etc. influence its power and its relationships with other
countries. (Cambridge Dictionary, 2024).
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environmental side, there are significant threats to local ecosystems and indigenous
communities, while unregulated resource extraction has the potential to intensify global
warming.

NATO’s involvement in the Arctic is driven by its commitment to collective defense
and international collaboration. These are essential for securing Member States by protecting
their territories and trade routes from external dangers. The alliance seeks to maintain
stability in the region by addressing militarization and by countering the rising influence of
both the Federation of Russia and the People’s Republic of China. Key priorities for NATO in
the Arctic include ensuring the freedom of navigation in emerging shipping routes, protecting
critical infrastructure against hybrid threats’, and balancing economic growth with

environmental protection.

Arctic’s background

The Arctic has historically been a region of strategic relevance, especially during the Cold
War when it became a key area for military operations between the United States of America
and the Soviet Union. It acted as both a protected and a potential conflict zone, leading both
superpowers to establish military presences to monitor and respond to each other’s
movements. In 1949, NATO was created, including Arctic countries such as Canada,
Kingdom of Denmark, Republic of Iceland, Kingdom of Norway, and the United States of
America, recognizing the Arctic’s strategic importance during the Cold War. After this
conflict, military tensions decreased, leading to increased collaboration among Arctic nations,
highlighted by the establishment of the Arctic Council in 1996, which focused on

environmental protection and sustainable development.

2 Hybrid threats: when, state or non-state, actors seek to exploit the vulnerabilities of the EU to their own
advantage by using in a coordinated way a mixture of measures (i.e. diplomatic, military, economic,
technological) while remaining below the threshold of formal warfare. (European Commission, 2023).

16



In recent years, the Arctic has become a significant area of concern for global
security, principally because of the Federation of Russia’s heightened military presence,
which includes modernizing old Soviet bases and introducing advanced weapon systems. The
People’s Republic of China has also expanded its influence through the region. Climate
change further complicates the situation, leading to intensified competition among states and
impacting indigenous communities. The significance of the Arctic has transitioned from
being a military battleground during the Cold War to a region defined by complex

geopolitical issues, environmental transformations, and new security threats.

Historical and geopolitical context

Historically, the region was hard to access, characterized by environmental extremes and
considered geopolitically insignificant. However, the complex relationship between climate
change, resource management, and security issues has positioned the Arctic at the center of
critical global issues. The increasing warming of the Arctic has resulted in reduction of sea
ice and the thawing’ of permafrost’, leading to significant consequences. The opening of
critical shipping routes, such as the NSR and the Northwest Passage, which can reduce global
shipping distances by up to 40%, creating economic opportunities but also fueling
geopolitical tensions. (The Arctic Institute, n.d.). Additionally, the Arctic’s oil and natural gas
reserves, along with rich deposits of rare earth minerals and fisheries, prompt nations to
compete for their economic interests in the area. Furthermore, it accelerates global sea level
rise, disrupts ecosystems, and poses serious challenges for indigenous populations who rely

on the region for their survival.

* Thawing: to (cause to) change from a solid, frozen state to a liquid or soft one, because of an increase in
temperature. (Cambridge Dictionary, 2024).
* Permafrost: an area of land that is permanently frozen below the surface. (Cambridge Dictionary, 2024).
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The Federation of Russia views the Arctic as a crucial national interest, controlling
over 50% of the Arctic coastline and claiming significant parts of the extended continental
shelf under international law. It has expanded its military presence, upgraded Arctic bases,
and increased surveillance activities in the region, with the Northern Fleet, which is the
country’s most powerful naval force. Meanwhile, the People’s Republic of China,
establishing itself as a near-Arctic power through its Polar Silk Road Initiative, which aims
to secure access to trade routes and resources, also investing in research stations and
economic projects. In response, NATO allies have strengthened their coordination to address
growing military tensions and geopolitical competition.

The Arctic is strategically significant; the NSR offers a quicker passage between
Europe and Asia but is primarily under Russian control, raising concerns about regulation.
Militarily, the Federation of Russia’s expansion of nuclear capabilities and joint exercises
with the People’s Republic of China indicate rising militarization, encouraging NATO to
conduct its own military exercises. Additionally, the increased activity raises the possibility
of hybrid threats, such as cyberattacks on energy infrastructure and environmental issues
resulting from resource extraction and military operations. As the Arctic develops, countries
must prioritize security, sovereignty, and sustainability to ensure stability while adhering to
international laws. NATO’s engagement in the Arctic has shifted due to rising militarization
and competition, moving from a focus on regional cooperation to a stronger emphasis on
security in response to the Federation of Russia’s increasing activities and the People’s
Republic of China’s ambitions. Additionally, NATO has emphasized the need to incorporate
environmental challenges into its Arctic strategy, promoting sustainable practices alongside

military readiness.
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Militarization and security threats in the Arctic

The Arctic has become a focal point for geopolitical competition, characterized by
militarization and security concerns, driven by melting ice that enhances military access,
economic opportunities, and new trade routes. While nations seek to secure their interests,
tensions escalate, raising concerns about potential conflicts. The Federation of Russia
considers this territory crucial for its national defense, modernizing its military infrastructures
by reopening bases from the Soviet era and building new facilities, such as radar stations and
airstrips®, to secure the NSR. Furthermore, it has strengthened the Northern Fleet with
modern submarines, icebreakers, and advanced missile systems, including hypersonic
missiles, such as the Bastion and S-400, which are coastal defense systems and advanced air
defense systems designed to target enemy ships, protect key Arctic shipping route, and
intercept aircraft and missiles, these systems enhance the Federation of Russia’s defensive
and offensive military capabilities. (CSIS, n.d.).

NATO’s response to the Russian activities was to increase its military presence in the
region through joint military exercises like Cold Response and Trident Juncture, established
surveillance systems and operations to monitor Russian exercises and protect territorial
sovereignty, and the expansion of NATO’s Arctic role. Meanwhile, the People’s Republic of
China has initiated projects to expand its geopolitical and economic influence in the region,
which have raised concerns over the potential military use of its investments in scientific
research stations, icebreaker fleets, and strategic partnerships with Arctic states.
Militarization in the area is intensified by technological advancements and surveillance
operations. The development of hypersonic weapons, like Russia's Tsirkon missiles, poses
new security challenges for NATO. Surveillance technologies, such as radar systems and

satellite networks, are vital for nations aiming to control airspace, maritime zones, and

> Airstrip: a long, flat piece of land from which trees, rocks, etc. have been removed so that aircraft can take off
and land. (Cambridge Dictionary, 2024).
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resources in the region; the risk of accidental escalation caused by overlapping operations and
miscommunications continues to be a significant security concern.

The Federation of Russia seeks control over the NSR route, since it makes transit
times between Europe and Asia shorter, imposing navigation regulations and fees. The
People’s Republic of China’s interest in the NSR raises concerns about shared access and
international regulations under the United Nations Convention of the Law of the Sea. The
Arctic faces several significant security challenges; control over strategic chokepoints and
crucial ice-free areas, like the Bering Strait, is vital for both military operations and trade
routes. As military presence and surveillance activities increase, the likelihood of
unintentional conflicts or misunderstandings in the region rises. Additionally, climate change
acts as a threat multiplier, accelerating competition, making it more vulnerable to military

expansion and environmental disasters.

Environmental responsibilities, climate risks, and local cooperation

The rapid transformation the region has been suffering due to climate change presents
significant consequences, including environmental degradation, increased human activity and
geopolitical tensions. As a security alliance, NATO must navigate its operations in this region
responsibly, balancing defense priorities with environmental stewardship and engagement
with local communities. Climate change in the Arctic is causing severe impacts, such as the
reduction of habitats for species like polar bears and marine mammals, as well as rising sea
levels that threaten both Indigenous and non-Indigenous coastal communities. NATO
Member States have the responsibility of minimizing their environmental footprint by
adopting green military technologies, including hybrid naval vessels® and energy-efficient

bases, while reducing emissions during Arctic operations. Moreover, supporting international

 Hybrid naval vessels: ships that use a combination of a conventional combustion engine and a rechargeable
battery for propulsion. (Center for Maritime Strategy, 2024).
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climate frameworks like the Paris Agreement and the UN Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) is crucial for aligning defense strategies with global environmental priorities. The
International organization’s commitment to sustainable practices could not only work as a
model for military operations worldwide but also help reinforce trust among Arctic
stakeholders.

The environmental challenges are closely linked to security risks, intensifying
instability in the region. Even though the opening of new shipping routes is beneficial for
global trade, it also increases the potential for geopolitical tensions and resource exploitation.
The thawing of permafrost is another critical concern, as it threatens Arctic infrastructure like
pipelines, military bases, and housing, which not only disrupts logistics but also releases
greenhouse gases, accelerating climate change. These environmental damages contribute to
regional instability, potentially leading to resource conflicts, migration from uninhabitable
areas, and the destabilization of Indigenous communities.

NATO must incorporate climate risk analysis into its strategic planning to better
understand and address these threats, this could involve working with climate scientists and
regional monitoring systems. Additionally, cooperation with local populations, especially
Indigenous communities, is crucial for NATO’s responsible operations in the area. Respecting
their rights, traditions, and knowledge of Indigenous people is essential for sustainable
outcomes. In addition, engaging with the Arctic Council, which includes both Arctic states
and Indigenous organizations, can help NATO align its activities with broader environmental
and societal goals. Collaboration with NGOs and scientific groups like World Wildlife Fund
and International Union for Conservation of Nature, and also by offering economic
opportunities, job creation, and infrastructure improvements, NATO can foster trust and

ensure its presence is seen as stabilizing.
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To address the intersection of climate risks and military operations, the alliance must
implement an approach that balances both security and environmental priorities. By aligning
security goals with environmental obligations, NATO ensures its activities in the Arctic do
not worsen the risks they try to mitigate. Promoting a green defense strategy, making
investments in renewable energy, emission reduction, and eco-friendly technologies,
demonstrates the commitment of the alliance to protect Arctic ecosystems while advancing its
strategic objectives. Keeping a balance between security and sustainability is crucial to

preserve the organization’s credibility and effectiveness in the region.

Nato’s role in the Arctic

The alliance is navigating a complex mix of different concerns. NATO’s mandate in the
Arctic involves not only securing the interests of its Member States but also addressing
military buildups by adversarial powers like the Russian Federation and the People’s
Republic of China, while integrating environmental considerations into its operations. To
enhance its presence in the Arctic, NATO has strengthened its military activities, such as
Arctic exercises, and expanded its capabilities for operating in cold environments. The
inclusion of the Kingdom of Sweden and the Republic of Finland into the alliance strengthens
the International organization’s strategic position in the region. However, ensuring long term
stability of these efforts will require investments in environmentally sustainable technologies
and infrastructure.

Effective collaboration with Arctic stakeholders is crucial to successfully carry out the
mission in the region. While NATO is not a member of the Arctic Council, it can partner with
it to address climate risks and promote sustainable development. It is also important to forge
strong ties with Arctic nations. Additionally, expanding partnerships with non-Arctic
countries, including Japan and the Republic of Korea, which have strategic interests in the

region, to tackle shared security concerns.
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To address the region’s challenges, it is important to adopt a comprehensive strategy
that integrates security, environmental, and diplomatic goals. This includes incorporating
climate risk assessments into its strategic planning, investing in cold weather technologies,
and promoting regional diplomacy through engagement with Arctic nations and Indigenous
communities. It also comes with a range of challenges that demand careful consideration,
such as the balancing of security needs of the member states and the environmental
responsibilities, all while addressing the growing geopolitical influence of the Russian
Federation and the People’s Republic of China. Additionally, NATO must ensure that its
increased presence does not escalate tensions with Arctic stakeholders or disrupt cooperation
on critical global issues like climate change. To mitigate these challenges, the alliance’s role
in the Arctic requires an approach that maintains the balance between military preparedness

and environmental stewardship.

Global efforts and NATO’s position

Recognizing its strategic significance, nations and international organizations have initiated
efforts to ensure stability, sustainability, and adherence to international norms. These efforts
include multilateral initiatives like the Arctic Council, which focuses on environmental
protection, sustainable development, and scientific research, promoting cooperation among
Arctic nations and Indigenous groups. Although the Council avoids security issues, its work
supports geopolitical stability. NATO has launched initiatives such as the 2024 NORTHLINK
project, which enhances Arctic communications using commercial satellites, improves
security responses, and adapts to the implications of climate change. It is also proactively
addressing Arctic security by making some key efforts, which include supporting defense
capabilities through exercises and updated plans, as well as leveraging partnerships with

Arctic allies like the United States of America and the Republic of Iceland. In addition, it is
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countering security threats posed by the Russian Federation and the People’s Republic of
China, which challenge the rules-based international order.

Key Arctic actors hold diverse positions, the Russian Federation regards the Arctic as
a strategic priority, controlling nearly half of the region’s coastline and exclusive economic
zone, its military expansion is framed as defensive but has raised concerns due to its assertive
actions, such as threats to disrupt Arctic satellite systems. The People’s Republic of China
seeks influence through its PSR initiative, focusing on infrastructure, research, and economic
partnerships. Its deepened Arctic collaboration with Russia has increased concerns about its
role in critical shipping lanes and resource projects. Canada and the United States of
America, as Arctic NATO members, emphasize security, sustainable development, and
Indigenous engagement. Nordic nations—Kingdom of Sweden, Republic of Finland,
Kingdom of Norway, Kingdom of Denmark, and Republic of Iceland—advocate for
sustainable development and multilateralism. The first two, as NATO members, have
bolstered alliance capabilities in the High North, while the other three, remain central to the
organization’s exercises and Arctic governance.

The Arctic conflict poses significant global security risks, extending beyond regional
rivalries. The rivalries particularly between the institution and the Federation of Russia, with
the People’s Republic of China’s growing interest are threatening stability, global trade, and
raise the risk of accidental conflicts. Meanwhile, rapid climate change impacts ecosystems
and weather patterns worldwide. The region’s growing accessibility, with new shipping
routes, raises the risk of territorial disputes and environmental damage. These interconnected
challenges require an urgent and united international response to ensure peace, sustainability,

and uphold international law.
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Measures to enhance NATO’s role 1n the
Serbia-Kosovo conflict, foster reconciliation
in the Balkans, and mitigate Russian influence

By: Mariana Pérez Malagon
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Introduction

The conflict between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Kosovo continues to be a
major challenge for regional stability and global security in the Western Balkans, caused by
unresolved issues after the dissolution of Yugoslavia in the 1990s. Although the Republic of
Kosovo declared its independence in 2008, the Republic of Serbia refuses to recognize it,
leading to disputes over sovereignty, ethnic conflicts, and governance. The region has
become a battleground for geopolitical tensions, where NATO’s Kosovo Force (KFOR)
mission, which was launched in 1999 and works to maintain peace and stability. Meanwhile,
countries like the Russian Federation and the People’s Republic of China are taking
advantage of the ongoing conflicts to increase their influence. The Russian Federation
supports the Republic of Serbia politically and militarily, which promotes anti-Western
attitudes and creates obstacles for initiatives led by the European Union (EU) and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).

The historical tensions between these nations directly affect the geopolitical landscape
of the Balkans, which makes it a region of strategic importance to NATO. Its relevance to the
organization not only lies in the geographical proximity to its Member States, but also in its
potential to destabilize the European continent. The committee’s involvement is crucial in
addressing this conflict to mitigate risks and ensure stability across Europe, due to its
commitment to promote peace and security. The importance of this issue goes beyond the
immediate region; the unclear status of the Republic of Kosovo’s independence continues to
create ethnic, political and territorial tensions in the area, which threaten local peace, and
have broader implications for international actors, such as the United Nations (UN) and
NATO, as it affects their efforts to secure long term stability.

Additionally, the growing influence of external actors, like the Federation of Russia,

makes the situation more complex. The Balkans have become a strategic area where this
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country actively seeks to counteract Western influence. As a counterbalance, NATO aims to
promote dialogue and stability while addressing the risks caused by foreign interference. The
main focus is on exploring diplomatic and strategic measures to address the Serbia-Kosovo
conflict, mitigate Russian influence, and foster lasting peace in the Balkans, while aligning
with the committee's strategic objectives, emphasizing the importance of diplomacy and

cooperation.

Historical and geopolitical context

The Serbia-Kosovo conflict goes back to centuries of ethnic, cultural and historical tensions;
the Republic of Kosovo holds significant importance in Serbian history and identity, as it was
the site of the Battle of Kosovo in 1389, a defining moment for Serbian nationalism.
However, over time demographic changes led to ethnic Albanians becoming the majority of
the population. The dissolution of Yugoslavia in the 1990s marked the beginning of a series
of violent conflicts across the Balkans, with the disputed territory push for independence
emerging from this broader fragmentation. There were some key events that shaped the
conflict, starting with Yugoslavia’s collapse, the disintegration of the socialist federation
created political voids and heightened ethnic conflicts; the Kosovo War (1998-1999), which
was an armed conflict between the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) and Serbian forces that
escalated into a humanitarian crisis, including ethnic cleansing and mass displacement; the
Declaration of Independence in 2008, which intensified tensions and remains unrecognized
by the Balkan State and several international actors. Yugoslavia’s fragmentation also brought
agreements like the Dayton Accords, which ended the Bosnian War but left unresolved issues
in the aspiring nation.

In 1999, NATO launched Operation Allied Force, a 78-day bombing campaign aimed
at stopping human rights abuses by Serbian forces against ethnic Albanians. While the

organization’s actions were successful, the intervention was not without controversy. Key
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points include the KFOR, which was established after the war and has been fundamental in
maintaining security in the country, though it has been criticized by the Republic of Serbia
and its allies as a breach of sovereignty. In addition, the impact on Serbia-Kosovo relations,
the committee’s actions deepened tensions between the Republic of Serbia and the West,
while strengthening its relationship with the Republic of Kosovo, which views the alliance as
essential to its security.

Meanwhile, the Federation of Russia’s involvement is driven by its strategic interests
and historical alliances with the Slavic Ally. In the Serbia-Kosovo conflict, the country has
supported the Balkan State politically and militarily, consistently opposes the Republic of
Kosovo’s independence, using its influence in international forums to block the country’s UN
membership. It has also used disinformation campaigns, employing propaganda to challenge
Western efforts, portraying NATO and the EU as destabilizing forces. Additionally, it has
exploited energy dependence, by utilizing the Republic of Serbia’s reliance on Russian gas,
the country strengthens its geopolitical influence in the region.

Moreover, several international actors have played crucial roles; the EU has acted as a
mediator through initiatives such as the Brussels Agreement (2013) aimed at normalizing
relations, though progress in implementation remains uneven; the United States of America
has provided strong support for the Republic of Kosovo’s independence and has supported
dialogue among the parties; the UN has worked to stabilize the region through its Mission in
Kosovo (UNMIK), though its role has diminished over time. To better understand the
geopolitical dynamics, it is essential to consider ethnic divisions; there have been centuries of
mistrust between Serbs and Albanians, fueled by historical conflicts and forced migrations.
Furthermore, international law; the ongoing debates about independence and sovereignty

emphasizes the complexities of recognition and territorial integrity. Also economic
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implications, the conflict has hindered’ economic development, with high unemployment and

emigration rates affecting both parties.

The Serbia-Kosovo conflict

The conflict primarily centers on the Republic of Kosovo’s declaration of independence,
which the Republic of Serbia refuses to recognize. Since the unilateral declaration of
independence, over 100 countries have recognized its sovereignty. However, the
non-recognition is supported by the Russian Federation and the People’s Republic of China,
creating a persistent obstacle to reconciliation. Furthermore, ensuring the rights of ethnic
minorities remains a significant challenge, the Republic of Kosovo’s Serb population
frequently faces discrimination, with ongoing disputes about their political and cultural
rights. Similarly, ethnic Albanians in the Republic of Serbia demand greater autonomy and
recognition.

In recent years, tensions have escalated through border confrontations, political
boycotts®, and stalled progress in the Brussels Dialogue. These pending disputes reflect the
deep mistrust between both sides. The lack of mutual recognition and undecided sovereignty
issues remain primary obstacles to reconciliation. As well as historical grievances and
ongoing discrimination contribute to mistrust between ethnic Serbs and Albanians,
complicating efforts towards peaceful coexistence. Additionally, nationalist rhetoric’ and
political instability with both countries further obstruct productive dialogue.

The ongoing struggle presents serious risks for the Balkans, starting by the potential
for armed conflict, the persistent tensions and violent incidents at the border risk to trigger

armed confrontations, drawing in regional and international actors; also the rise of

" Hinder: to limit the ability of someone to do something, or to limit the development of something.
(Cambridge Dictionary, 2025).

8 Boycott: to refuse to buy a product or take part in an activity as a way of expressing strong disapproval.
(Cambridge Dictionary, 2025).

° Nationalist rhetoric: divisive form of communication that can be used to denigrate foreignness and present it
as a threat to a nation's well-being. (Cambridge Dictionary, 2025).
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nationalism and hate speech intensify hostilities, fueling division; as well as economic and
social challenges, high unemployment rates, economic inequalities, and inadequate social
services in both territories contribute to unrest, complicating peacebuilding efforts. On the
other hand, the political landscape in both countries continues to shape the conflict’s
trajectory. Leaders on both sides often exploit ethnic tensions for political leverage'’,
hindering'' reconciliation initiatives. Furthermore, international bodies like the EU, NATO,
and the United States of America play vital roles in mediating the situation, although their

strategies sometimes are criticized for inconsistency or partiality.

Russian influence in the Balkans

The Federation of Russia’s involvement is in particular political and military support for the
Republic of Serbia, which is built on historical, cultural, and religious ties, rooted in their
shared Slavic'? heritage and Orthodox Christian faith; the Eastern Power has consistently
stood behind the Slavic ally in its claims over the Republic of Kosovo. This is evident in the
Federation of Russia’s use of its veto"® power in the UN to block any resolutions for the
Balkan Newcomer international recognition, thereby hindering its ability to join global
institutions. Furthermore, Moscow actively supports Belgrade in international forums,
positioning itself as a defender of sovereignty and territorial integrity. On another front, the
Slavic State employs modern hybrid warfare tactics, such as disinformation, to create
instability in the area; through its media channels like Sputnik and RT, it propagates
narratives of NATO’s perceived aggression, criticize the EU as ineffective, and amplify fears

of Western interference. This disinformation fuels ethnic tensions, especially between Serbs

1% Leverage: ability to influence situations or people so that you can control what happens. (Collins Dictionary,
2024).

" Hindering: to limit the ability of someone to do something, or to limit the development of something.
(Cambridge Dictionary, 2025).

12 Slavic: a branch of the Indo-European language family containing Belarusian, Bulgarian, Czech, Polish,
Serbian and Croatian, Slovene, Russian, and Ukrainian. (Merriam-Webster Dictionary, 2024)

1 Veto: an official power or right to refuse to accept or allow something. (Cambridge Dictionary, 2025).
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and Albanians in the Republic of Kosovo, by amplifying historical grievances and framing
the country’s independence as a threat to stability. Additionally, Russian-baked campaigns on
social media amplify anti-Western sentiment in the Balkan State and neighboring countries.

Its significant influence in the Balkans comes from its control over energy supplies
and military partnerships; the region’s economy is heavily dependent on Russian natural gas,
with companies like Gazprom managing crucial infrastructure, such as the Banatski Dvor gas
storage facility. This dependence hinders the Balkan states’ ability to fully align with EU
policies, increasing Moscow’s economic leverage. Additionally, the Federation of Russia
seeks to extend its reach through initiatives like the TurkStream pipeline, reinforcing energy
reliance in Southeast Europe. Militarily, the Eastern Power has strengthened its ties with the
Republic of Serbia by providing advanced weaponry, including MiG-29 fighter jets and
anti-aircraft systems, and through joint military exercises like “Slavic Brotherhood”, which
emphasize their partnership and serve as a warning to NATO about the Federation of Russia’s
ongoing influence in the region.

The Slavic State perceives NATO’s expansion in the Balkans as a significant threat to
its geopolitical interests and security, leading it to actively oppose the integration of Balkan
nations into the organization. Through disinformation campaigns, particularly in the Republic
of Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Montenegro, the Federation of Russia attempts to
sway public opinion against this committee membership. In addition, its support for the
Balkan State exacerbates tensions in the Republic of Kosovo, complicating the committee’s
peacekeeping efforts as the KFOR. To maintain regional instability, the Eastern Power
employs various strategies, including fostering nationalist movements in the Republic of

t14

Serbia and Republika Srpska, which promotes secessionist'® sentiments and challenges EU

4 Secessionist: someone who supports the idea of independence and no longer being part of a country, area,
organization, etc. (Cambridge Dictionary, 2025).
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and NATO integration efforts. Furthermore, Moscow undermines' pro-Western governments
by supporting authoritarian tendencies and financing political actors aligned with its interests,
thereby weakening democratic institutions in the region.

Russian actions in the UN Security Council keep the Republic of Kosovo in a state of
political ambiguity, preventing it from gaining full international recognition. This approach
also hampers'® EU-led peace negotiations, as the Federation of Russia supports the Republic
of Serbia's hardline position. Economically, the Slavic State seeks to maintain influence in the
region through various strategies, such as the free trade agreement that the Slavic Ally has
with the Eurasian Economic Union, which aligns its economy more closely with the Eastern
Power rather than the EU. This economic dependency not only holds back Western

investment in the area but also undermines efforts to diversify the region’s economy.

NATO’s current role

Since the late 1990s, NATO has been instrumental in stabilizing the Balkans, particularly
through KFOR; this mission has been effective in reducing ethnic violence, safeguarding
minority rights, and supporting democratic institutions in the region. However, continuing
political tensions, especially between the two countries, have posed challenges to these
efforts. To facilitate reconciliation, the organization has endorsed dialogue initiatives like the
Brussels Agreement, aimed at fostering reconciliation between both sides and collaborates
with international bodies to enhance peacebuilding. Despite these efforts, obstacles such as
limited political will and disinformation still hinder mediation processes. Overall, while

NATO has enhanced regional security and demonstrated its adaptability to evolving threats,

'3 Undermine: to make someone less confident, less powerful, or less likely to succeed, or to make something
weaker, often gradually. (Cambridge Dictionary, 2025).
'® Hamper: to prevent someone from doing something easily. (Cambridge Dictionary, 2025).
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diplomatic challenges and a lack of unified strategies among Member States continue to
obstruct progress in normalizing relations between both countries.

To enhance its role in the Balkans, the organization aims to strengthen cooperation
with key global partners, while expanding joint military exercises and ensuring a strong
regional presence. The alliance is focusing on innovative diplomatic approaches to address
the Serbia-Kosovo conflict, alongside promoting reconciliation and economic development to
foster long-term peace. Key strategies include supporting ethnic minorities, combating
disinformation, and facilitating local community cooperation. Recent military exercises
highlight NATO’s commitment to regional stability, with proposed programs aimed at
improving the institutional resilience and operational capabilities of local governments
through investments in infrastructure and military training. Future initiatives will continue to
support inclusive negotiations to mitigate ethnic tensions, and enhance capacity-building in

various sectors, thereby promoting collaboration among regional players.

Global efforts and relevance of the conflict

This area has historically been a strategic crossroads attracting major global powers like the
EU, NATO, and the Federation of Russia, which all have vested interests in the situation. To
mitigate the threat of renewed violence and counter competing foreign influences, various
international entities have engaged in efforts to mediate the conflict. NATO’s KFOR mission
has provided peacekeeping in the Disputed Territory since 1999, focusing on reconciliation
and minority protection. The UN has also played a role through peacekeeping and
development initiatives aimed at fostering stability. Moving forward, there is a consensus
among global actors on the need for inclusive and sustainable solutions that address ethnic
tensions between both countries, complemented by economic development programs to

alleviate poverty and stabilize the region
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Efforts to counter Russian influence in the Balkans are focused on reducing energy
dependence and combating disinformation through collaborative initiatives between the EU
and Balkan nations, which aim to diversify energy sources. NATO and EU programs play a
crucial role in enhancing institutional resilience and countering propaganda, fostering
cooperation with both global allies and regional partners to mitigate foreign influence and
avoid escalating tensions. The ongoing Balkan conflict directly connects the alliance’s
mission of ensuring European stability and security, as evidenced by the organization’s
peacekeeping efforts and recent military exercises that emphasize its commitment to deterring
threats. Although progress in promoting peace and reconciliation has been made through EU
and UN policies geared'’ towards economic development and minority rights, challenges
remain, particularly in terms of normalizing relations between both countries. To achieve
lasting stability, there is a need for further collaborative efforts focused on improving regional

infrastructure, combating corruption, and encouraging youth engagement.

17 Gear: to design or organize something so that it is suitable for a particular purpose, situation, or group of
people. (Cambridge Dictionary, 2025).

34


https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/design
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/organize
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/suitable
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/particular
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/purpose
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/situation
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/group
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people

XXXVIII TECMUN

Glosary of Forbidden Words

Forbidden Words

Defined by the United Nations, are non diplomatic terms participants must avoid to mention

during their speeches on the debate and in the writing of resolution proyects

Forbidden Words

First world countries

Third world countries

18

Gay
War"?
Rape
Terrorist
Kill or murder
Death
Assassination
Army
Money
Poor
Okay
Black®

Permitted equivalents

Developed countries
Developing countries
Member of the LGBTIQ+ community
Belic conflict
Sexual abuse
Extremist
Deprive someone of their life
Casualties
Homicide
Military forces
Economic resources
Lack of resources
Yes or agree

Afrodescendant

'® The word Gay is replaced by a more inclusive term, recognizing that not all people within the LGBTIQ+

community identify in the same way.

'® The word War can be used in order to refer to historical contexts, such as the Cold War, the First World War,
etc. It can only be used in the Security Council to refer to armed conflicts.
20 The word Black, in reference to ethnicity, is not prohibited but it is recommended to limit its use and refer to
this sector as a dark-skinned person or afrodescendant as the case may be.
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XXXVIII TECMUN

Glosary for Resolution Projects

Preambulatory Phrases

Preambulatory Phrases are used at the beginning of every Resolution Paper in order to give

context about the resolutions made for the topic. Preambulatory Phrases must be written in

italics followed by a sentence that gives said context. For each Resolution Paper there must

be five sentences beginning with a Preambulatory Phrase.

Affirming
Alarmed by
Approving
Bearing in mind
Believing
Confident
Contemplating
Convinced
Declaring

Deeply concerned
Deeply conscious
Deeply convinced
Deeply disturbed
Deeply regretting

Desiring
Emphasizing
Expecting
Expressing its appreciation
Fulfilling

Fully aware
Further deploring
Further recalling
Guided by

Having adopted
Having considered
Having examined
Having received

Keeping in mind

Noting with deep concern
Noting with satisfaction
Noting further

Observing

Reaffirming

Realizing

Recalling

Recognizing

Referring

Seeking

Taking into consideration
Taking note

Viewing with appreciation

Welcoming
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Operative Clauses
Operative Clauses are used at the beginning of every resolution within the Resolution Paper

on the debated topic. They must be written in italics and bold.

Accepts Endorses Notes
Affirms Draws the attentions Proclaims
Approves Emphasizes Reaffirms
Authorizes Encourages Recommends
Calls Expresses its appreciation Regrets
Calls upon Expresses its hope Reminds
Condemns Further invites Requests
Confirms Further proclaims Solemnly
Congratulates Further reminds Affirms
Considers Further recommends Strongly
Declares accordingly Further requests condemns
Deplores Further resolves Supports
Designates Has resolved Takes note of
Transmits
Trusts
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