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“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” — Eleanor 

Roosevelt 

Dear reader, 

Today, after six years at TECMUN, my story here comes to an end. What once began as a 
moment filled with uncertainty has transformed into one of the most defining journeys of my 
life. This path has demanded more from me than I ever imagined — countless hours of work, 
unwavering commitment, silent sacrifices, and yes, even moments where tears spoke louder 
than words. But within every challenge, I discovered something far greater: the strength to 
rise, the courage to be heard, and the realization that my voice is not only valid — it is 
powerful enough to create change. TECMUN did not just shape the way I speak, it shaped the 
way I believe in myself. 

My journey in TECMUN has never been easy, but it has been deeply meaningful. Along the 
way, I was never alone. I was surrounded by people who believed in me when I struggled to 
believe in myself — people who guided me, supported me, and reminded me why I started, 
just like Zu did for me. For them, for you, for every advisor who trusted me, and above all, 
for my Secretariat, I gave my absolute best in everything I did. This last year, especially, 
challenged me in ways I never thought I would face. It pushed me beyond my limits, forced 
me to confront my fears, and taught me that growth is never comfortable — but always worth 
it. 

Never stay silent in the face of injustice. Speak up, act, and make choices — because the 
power to create change lies both in the decisions you take and in the ones you choose not to. 
Educate yourself, because nurturing your mind will help you understand yourself and others. 
Help those who need it most, because you hold privileges that many people around the world 
do not — and using them to serve others is one of the noblest forms of leadership. Do 
everything with passion, with love, and with purpose — every single day, for yourself and for 
others. Inspire and be inspired, because you never know if your words or your actions might 
be the push someone needs to believe in themselves. 

Everything I have lived through here has taught me that leadership is not about titles, 
recognition, or standing at the front of a room — it is about impact. It is about choosing to 
show up, even when it is hard. It is about lifting others as you grow, and understanding that 
the greatest legacy you can leave behind is not what you achieve, but who you inspire along 
the way. And that is what I hope to leave with you, dear reader: the certainty that your voice 
matters, that your actions carry weight, and that you are far more capable than you think. 

 

______________________________ 

Abril Valdés Calva 
Secretary General for the 

XXXIX TECMUN  



“Your origin does not define your destiny.” 

-Marcus Rashford.  

Dear Participant: 
 
Today I say goodbye to the project of my life called TECMUN. From the bottom of my heart, 
I can say thank you infinitely. Perhaps today you are entering your first Model UN without 
knowing exactly what to expect, or maybe you come with some doubts, nerves, or even 
without much enthusiasm. But let me tell you something: you are about to live one of the 
most incredible experiences of your life. TECMUN, which is not just a Model United 
Nations, is a place where we always grow, where you challenge yourself, and where you 
discover what you are truly capable of. 
 
This project was built with effort and dedication from all of us, but above all, with and for 
people like you. Because without each delegate, minister, judge, without each idea, without 
each voice, this simply wouldn't exist. Thank you for daring to be a part of this thing that I 
have loved for so many years. Thank you for being interested in topics that many ignore and 
for always seeking solutions to problems that, at our age, we don't consider so relevant. 
 
Along this journey, you'll learn not only about politics and debates, but also about life itself. 
You'll meet people who will leave a mark on you, encounter ideas that will change you, and 
experience moments you'll never forget. You'll step outside your comfort zone and begin to 
see the world with new eyes. 
 
Today, I have to close this chapter, but it's your turn to write yours. Seize every second, make 
mistakes, get back up, enjoy life, laugh, learn, and leave your mark. Don't be afraid to be 
different, to express your opinion, to try new things. Always remember: it doesn't matter 
where you come from, but how far you want to go. 
 
Thank you for continuing this dream. 

 

 

 

 

 
_____________________________  

Mauro Carillo Gálvez 
Head of Coordination for the 

XXXIX TECMUN 
 



“Life can only be understood backwards, but it must be lived forwards.” 

-​ Søren Kierkegaard 

Dear reader, 

At this XXXIX TECMUN, I say goodbye to a very important part of my life. This model has 

seen me grow; I was a delegate and a minister, President in IPCC and ICC, and now I have 

become Under-Secretary for the General Assembly. Over the past five years, TECMUN has 

been an inherent part of me, a journey that culminates in these three days. And I can assure 

you, it is one of the most enriching and transformative experiences for anyone who dares to 

live it. Here, you will make friends, colleagues, perhaps even enemies, and if you look 

closely, you will meet people you can call family. 

TECMUN was my safe place, the reason why the energy and passion I had for swimming 

could be redirected into another field. I will always be grateful to Zu for showing me the 

beauty of this model. But above all, to the people who were always there, who taught me that 

this is more than just a simulation; it is challenges, laughter, and memories (which I wish 

could last forever). From my first committee until today, alongside my family and friends, I 

met incredible people who continue to have a meaningful impact on my life. Even if we do 

not see each other often in every case, I consider them more than friends. 

Finally, all I have left is to ask you to always be genuine. Fight for what you believe is right, 

be that “crazy” person with bold ideas, live and enjoy every second of your life; because for 

people like us, there is still hope. Love without asking for love in return, laugh without 

thinking about your sorrows, and never—never—follow the crowd just to fit in. Keep 

encouraging yourself to speak your mind; listen, evaluate, and reflect on every piece of 

information you hear before sharing your perspective. Never lose your light, treasure your 

experiences, and do not fall into the nostalgia of memories, which, although beautiful in their 

own way, may prevent you from loving the present. 

Enjoy this model. 

____________________________  

Andrea Abigail Salazar López 
Subsecretary for the General Assembly for the  

XXXIX TECMUN 
 



“In the end, it’s not the years in your life that matter, it’s the life in your years.” 

-Abraham Lincoln 

Dear Delegate: 

Up to this point, I have participated in 16 models of United Nations as delegate and chair, and 
for the second and last time, I am writing this letter in which will be my last MUN, its very 
difficult to process how quickly time has passed, and in April, I will go and say goodbye to 
one of the most important stages of my life, and it will be a pleasure for me to end this 
important cycle for me with you. But not all is about me, all this experience we have prepared 
with all TECMUN members has been always for you, as delegate, to enjoy this experience 
we made with love, that I really hope you can continue living and enjoying as I did in every 
MUN I participated. And if not, I hope you can take something good from this event. With all 
of this, I want you to advice you to enjoy every moment of your life as if it was the last one, 
because everything comes to an end and quicker than you expect, and not only in a forum of 
a Model of United Nations, but in every moment of your life, at the end, everything has its 
beginning and its end, so, live the moment.  
I remember very well when I participated in my first Model of United Nations, I was in 
primary school with 12 years old representing Mexico in the committee of UNICEF, for me, 
it wasn’t easy to develop and participate because I was very afraid of participating, and I 
know that some of you will be in a similar situation in the model. If that is the case, 
understand this: you are not alone. I have been exactly in your position. So do not be afraid to 
speak, to make mistakes, or to ask for help. This space is meant for you to grow. And as your 
president, I am here to support you every step of the way. 
Finally, remember, the main goal of coming to a Model of United Nations is not the award, 
nor the resolution, it is about the person who will be leaving this event, every learning that 
you make in the process will make the person you will be in the future. So, come, learn and 
enjoy this model that will be full of incredible memories you’ll have for years. 
Thank you for allowing me to share this final experience with you as a President of 
TECMUN. Now, it will be your turn to give meaning to this room. 
 

 

___________________________________ 

Miguel Ángel Pérez Rodríguez 

President of the Sixth Legal Committee for the 

XXXIX TECMUN. 



 

Background 

The Sixth Legal Committee is one of the main bodies of the United Nations General 

Assembly (UNGA), whose main function is to hang out all the juridical matters within the 

United Nations Framework which was established on January 11, 1946 at the first session of 

the UNGA in London. The Sixth Committee is allocated for the role of dealing with legal 

issues and the codification and development of international law under the article 13 of the 

United Nations charter. All the 193 United Nations members are entitled to representation to 

ensure worldwide and equal participation in deliberation on decision-making collaborating to 

strengthen and implement the international law to ensure peace, justice and security. The 

Sixth committee strongly collaborates with key organizations such as the International Law 

Commission (ILC), the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and the International Criminal 

Court (ICC) to address a wide range of important topics such as the promotion and adherence 

of the international law, protection of human rights, among others. 

 

Faculties 

In order to enhance the legal framework and the international law by facing 

international challenges, the Sixth Legal Committee, based on universal principles, 

recognizes:  

●​ Addressing legal conflicts among nations; bringing juridic assistance and 

research for the implementation of global policies; 

●​ Collaborates with international organizations and agencies to improve and 

develop the international justice system with the implementation of global 

policies; 



●​ Imputes the guiltiness of the United Nations officials; 

●​ Enhances legal frameworks of laws by modifying laws, policies and national 

and international treaties; 

●​ Summons protocolarial procedures and conventions relating to humanitarian 

law by doing new regulations and protocols that can be applied in armed 

conflicts.  



Topic A 
________ 
Mechanisms to regulate the application of 

immunity of State officials in Sub-Saharan 

Africa, with emphasis on international criminal 

jurisdiction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By: Miguel Ángel Pérez Rodríguez & Daniela Melian Briseño González 



Introduction 

International immunity can be defined as the principle of international law that aims to 

protect the sovereign1 states, diplomats, their goods and the international organizations, which 

were based on independence and equal sovereignty. For state officials, it is a rule that protects 

diplomats, which exempt them from the international and foreign jurisdiction2.This is ratified 

by most countries by The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, signed in 1961. 

Meaning that state officials will remain subject to the laws of their origin countries, although 

their functions are done in a foreign country. This international law has led to numerous 

debates about the application of it due to the lack of clarification of when it should be applied 

or not, this has led to numerous problems with the International Criminal Court (ICC), where 

some Officials, with lots of cases in the Sub-Saharan African region, have used it to avoid 

penal procedures. 

​ This issue has taken lots of debate around how the law should be applied, especially 

in the region of Sub-Saharian Africa, where the problem has faced constant cases and 

tensions where the law and international treaties have different interpretations. The ambiguity 

of those interpretations can face to confusions with the impunity3 of some state officials and 

diplomats that could have used it to avoid a legal process. All this has led to normative 

confusions between the international law jurisdiction, the state immunity and the state’s 

obligations under the Rome Statute. The ICC does not have the traditional statutes of 

immunity in certain cases, which has also led to tensions with the International Court of 

Justice (ICJ) around the interpretations of this status. This lack of clarity is a big obstacle 

within cooperation between states where the interpretation can be different with a partial 

point of view, where some criminals can avoid arrests by going to countries that oppose the 

3 Impunity: freedom from punishment or from the unpleasant results of something that has been done 
(Cambridge Dictionary, 2026)  

2Jurisdiction: the official power to make legal decisions and judgments. (Oxford Languages, 2026) 
1 Sovereign: having the highest power or being completely independent (Cambridge Dictionary, 2026) 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/freedom
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/punish
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/unpleasant
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/result
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/high
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/power
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/completely
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/independent


extradition and judgment of them. The Sixth Legal Committee has the obligation of 

clarifying these normatives to ensure that the law is applied and interpreted equally by all 

states. 

Background 

The international immunity has its origin in the Vienna Convention.Established in 1961, with 

the main objective of protecting the diplomats with their mission and to avoid conflicts 

among nations and ensuring that these persons can exercise their labours without any tension 

or pressure. The immunity is mainly based on sovereignty and judicial equality among States, 

where a foreign state cannot intervene in the functions of any official. As stated, this 

immunity protects any public servant from the laws and normatives of foreign nations. 

Nevertheless, this benefit does not apply to the origin country and these persons are still 

under their national constitution and normatives, meaning they can be processed in their 

home countries. However, this normative does not consider the immunity on severe 

international crimes, it was made to ensure the proper work of the international officials and 

diplomats. Considering that each State works under their own and unique laws, can lead to a 

significant misunderstanding between nations, international courts and institutions on the 

application of it. 

​ The lack of clarity and misinterpretation of the status of diplomatic immunity has 

caused, mainly in regions like Sub-Saharan Africa serious tension. One case is the former 

president of the Republic of the Sudan, Omar al-Bashir. Whose case was taken to the 

International Criminal Court (ICC), which carried out two arrest orders in 2009 and 2010 due 

to armed conflict crimes related to the conflict in Darfur; mentioning that he was allegedly 

responsible for the taking of thousands of lives during this conflict. Omar used his 



governmental immunity4 in his favour since he headed to countries that opposed arresting and 

extradating5 him.  

Showing how the application of this immunity is totally dependent on the States 

criteria and cooperation among them, where some nations can oppose arresting a diplomat 

while others are willing to cooperate, affecting all nations across Sub-Saharan Africa. The 

Sub-Saharan region of Africa is characterized to have lack of cooperation and communication 

among its nations, where their positions and opinions are mainly based on the interpretation 

and interests of their governments and nations, where this status is viewed in multiple 

manners being able to apply it in a different ways and not having an unique and standardized 

one (Campbell, 2014) . This affects the credibility of the status and international law and also 

complicates and stops the proper function of international courts and institutions like the ICC 

and the ICJ.  

The Interaction between state immunity and international judicial bodies 

Inside the United Nations structure, there are two main international courts that have different 

functions: the International Criminal Court (ICC), has the main function of judging 

individuals on criminal matters; the International Court of Justice (ICJ), has the jurisdiction 

of judging Nations with the main objective of managing international conflicts to ensure 

peace among them. Both tribunals have their own and different opinion about the 

international immunity matters; the ICC prioritizes on the individual penal responsibility, 

while the ICJ protects the legal and sovereignty immunity. This difference also generates 

confusion and juridical uncertainty that difficulties the cooperation among States. In the 

5 Extradite: hand over (a person accused or convicted of a crime) to the jurisdiction of the foreign state in 
which the crime was committed. (Oxford Languages, 2026) 

4 Governmental immunity: An old doctrine stating that governmental entities cannot be taken to court unless 
they consent to it. Although it originated from an era when monarchs had certain rights, this rule has largely 
been overridden by the Federal Tort Claims Act and specific state-level claims systems that waive immunity 
(Justicia Legal Dictionary, 2026) 



Sub-Saharian region it is very frequent to notice this type of cases where the interpretation of 

the international law is different and complicates the collaboration among them. 

​ The Rome Statute is where the ICC bases their jurisdiction and defines their 

competences and legal limits. The article 27 of the Rome Statute establishes that it applies 

equally to all individuals; where anyone has any distinction based on official capacity, also 

stating that any immunity applied to the official exercise of the person shall not prohibit the 

court from exercising its jurisdiction over an individual. This principle of the ICC enters in 

conflict with the traditional immunity of heads of state and diplomats, where the States act 

without intervention as an unwritten diplomatic obligation. The Rome Statute obliges the 

Member States to cooperate with the ICC in terms of arrests and extraditions, causing the 

inflection point of the main problem. In the Sub-Saharian region it is common to see this type 

of tension where the States differ to the opinion of other nations and even international 

organizations; especially with the ICC, having cases like the one of Omar Al-Bashir where 

the Nations apply the immunity as justification of the denial of cooperation with the ICC. 

This has consequences with an unequal application of international law and generates judicial 

uncertainty that could decrease the efficiency of international justice.  

African’s Union approach 

The African Union (AU), which works through various committees to promote peace, 

security and human rights among the African nations, has played a central role in shaping 

regional approaches to State officials’ immunity. Through various assembly decisions and 

policy statements, the AU has expressed concerns regarding the perceived selective 

application of international criminal justice and its disproportionate focus on African States. 

This has led the AU to advocate for the protection of sitting heads of state and senior officials 

from prosecution, emphasizing the importance of stability, peace processes, and respect for 



sovereignty. As a result, the AU’s position has reinforced a regional preference for immunity 

in practice, even when that position may conflict with obligations that are established under 

international criminal law. 

While several States in the region are parties to the Rome Statute and have formally 

committed to cooperation with the International Criminal Court (ICC), practice is frequently 

opposite from these obligations. When making decisions regarding arrest, extradition6, and 

judicial cooperation. States are often influenced by political considerations, regional 

alliances, and concerns over sovereignty, resulting in uneven enforcement of international 

criminal law across the region. These practices contribute to a fragmented system of 

compliance, enabling accused State officials to exploit jurisdictional gaps and evade 

international criminal responsibility. 

This separation between regional policy and international legal commitments has significant 

implications for accountability in Sub-Saharan Africa. The AU’s stance has influenced 

Member States willingness to cooperate with the ICC. AU members frequently ignore ICC 

arrest warrants for sitting leaders like Omar al-Bashir, as seen in South Africa's failure to 

detain him during a 2015 AU summit despite its Rome Statute commitments. Similarly, states 

hosting indicted officials cite regional solidarity, resulting in non-arrests during official visits 

and stalled extraditions influenced by peace negotiations.  

Implications for international law 

This problem shows how there are different interpretations of the same principle of 

international immunity;not being a problem that is facing in the region, it is a systematic issue 

that could affect other regions around the world. The lack of clarity of this could have 

consequences on the coherence of the international law, and further affect not just Sub 

6 Extradition: the act of making someone return for trial to another country or state where they have been 
accused of doing something illegal (Cambridge Dictionary, 2026) 
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Saharan Africa, but other regions as well. When States invoke immunity to justify 

non-cooperation with the International Criminal Court, they obstruct accountability 

mechanisms designed to address the gravest international crimes. This practice undermines 

the principle that no individual, regardless of official capacity, should be exempt from 

international criminal responsibility. 

​ The persistence of impunity has broader implications for the credibility of 

international criminal justice and the rule of law in Sub-Saharan Africa. Allowing immunity 

to function as a barrier to accountability erodes trust in international institutions and 

discourages cooperation among States. The allowance of these acts can weaken the 

international organizations, which could lead to a tendency where the population normalizes, 

breaching the normatives and having the perception that the law does not apply to everybody. 

This practice can affect mainly on the application of the International law due to different 

interpretations that the States can possibly have, meaning different applications of it and the 

complication of the communication among states. The incorrect application of the 

international immunity not only protects individuals, it also affects the correct functioning of 

the international judicial system. 

 This issue cannot be ignored and has to be addressed, if this normative cannot be 

clarified, the problem will potentially increase. The ambiguity of these normatives is stopping 

the progressive evolution of international law and increasing tension among states and 

tribunals. These implications must be discussed and clarified. This in order to ensure the 

proper communication and organization among the countries of Sub-Saharian Africa. 
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Introduction 

The Sahel7 is a geographical and climatic region of Africa that extends from east to west, 

located just at the southern area of the Sahara desert passing through 8 countries of the 

African continent. This region has faced a recent spread of  “violent extremism, uncontrolled 

transnational crime8 and illicit9 cross-border trafficking of drugs, arms and people” (United 

Nations, n.d.). This also includes the instability of the governments, with lack of good 

governance and high risk of the collapse of its authority. All this problematic has led to a 

legal vacuum10 where extremism can expand. The financing of extremist groups has been an 

important factor for their development and continuous expansion of their operations. These 

groups have used both licit and illicit sources of finance using legal gaps in their favor. The 

absence of clear legal frameworks also has a greater difficulty for the authorities to control 

and monitor these activities. 

​ This problem has increased and worsened throughout the years, leading to the point 

of crossing borders in the last decades, affecting mainly the region of the Sahel in Africa. 

This situation has been a consequence of the lack of legal and financial cooperation among 

the States of the region, facilitating the operations of the extremists group and increasing the 

capability of getting the economical resources to sustain it. This issue also goes through the 

legal frameworks of the national laws and international treaties and normatives where the 

criminal groups take in their favor some legal vacuums for their financing. For this and other 

reasons, it is crucial to analyze and review these normatives to find opportunities to improve 

the cooperation and clarification of the national and international laws. 

Topic background 

10 Legal Vacuum: absence of legal regulations for a situation (Reverso English Dictionary, 2026) 
9 Illicit:illegal or disapproved of by society (Cambridge Dictionary, 2026) 

8 Transnational crime: Transnational crimes are violations of law that involve more than one country in their 
planning, execution, or impact. ((Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), 2026) 

7 Sahel: an area that extends from the west to the east coast of Africa, south of the Sahara desert and north of the 
Sudanian savannas (Cambridge Dictionary, 2026) 
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/east
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/africa
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/south
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/desert
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The lack of clear national and regional normatives is helping the extremists groups to 

facilitate their financing methods when operating, where they find legal vacuums on these 

normatives to be able to operate. The Islamic State and its affiliate groups are remaining 

resilient to the counterterrorism efforts from the national and international authorities. 

Maktab Al-Furqan is an organization based in Nigeria that brings IS branches with tutoring 

and guidance. According to the United Nations, Al-Furqan is one of the three most efficient 

financial branches of the Islamic State 's General Directorate of Provinces (GDP) (Rousselle, 

2025). 

The financing of extremist groups in the Sahel region originates from both licit and 

illicit sources, where they exploit the instability of the regional governments to fund 

themselves through local economies. This financing is conducted away from financial 

institutions and uses traditional methods that avoid any digital or legal trace. The oversight in 

mines, specifically in the extraction of gold, has enabled these groups to finance their 

activities by extracting minerals from the underground. The primary issue here is the legal 

asymmetry that exists between the Sahel countries, where activities illegal in one nation may 

not be regulated in another, facilitating the ability of extremist groups to cross borders 

without problem. And the exchange of information and legal cooperation among these 

countries has been inefficient due to the technological gaps the countries are facing. 

Regional legal cooperation 

The transnational nature of extremist financing in the Sahel has exposed significant 

weaknesses in regional legal cooperation.. While some Sahelian countries have adopted 

legislation aligned with international counterterrorism standards, others lack the institutional 

capacity or legal clarity to effectively criminalize and prosecute the financing of terrorism 

(International Monetary Fund, 2023, Chapter 6, 2025). This fragmentation creates an uneven 



enforcement landscape, allowing extremist networks to relocate operations or transfer funds 

through jurisdictions11 with weaker oversight, undermining collective efforts to dismantle 

their financial systems (Vision of Humanity, 2025; United Nations, n.d.). 

One clear illustration is the way al‑Qaeda‑linked Jama’at Nusrat al‑Islam 

wal‑Muslimin (JNIM) exploits local economies across Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger. JNIM 

has diversified its income through activities such as extortion12 of transit routes, illicit 

artisanal mining, kidnapping for ransom, and mobile‑money‑based transfers, generating tens 

of millions of dollars annually while remaining embedded in everyday trade and informal 

value‑transfer systems (West Africa Maps, 2024; Africa Center for Strategic Studies, 2023). 

By imposing “taxes” on traders, herders, and mining communities, the group not only 

sustains its operations but also consolidates territorial control, making it difficult for any 

single state to isolate or dismantle its financial base alone (ADF‑Magazine, 2025). 

Another example is the Islamic State Sahel Province (ISGS), which combines 

cross‑border trafficking, looting of military camps, and fuel smuggling with increasingly 

sophisticated digital‑payment channels. ISGS has carried out raids on army and 

volunteer‑defense‑force camps to seize weapons, ammunition, and vehicles, directly 

sustaining its military capacity while feeding into regional illicit‑arms and fuel‑smuggling 

networks (West Africa Maps, 2024; African Security Analysis, 2025). At the same time, these 

groups exploit mobile‑money platforms, informal hawala‑style networks, and 

cryptocurrency‑linked transfers to move funds across borders in ways that often evade formal 

banking oversight and disrupt traditional monitoring patterns (Vision of Humanity, 2025; 

West Africa Maps, 2024). 

In addition to legal discrepancies, insufficient mechanisms for information sharing 

further complicate regional responses. Financial intelligence units and law enforcement 

12 Extortion: the practice of obtaining something, especially money, through force or threats. (Oxford 
Languages, 2026) 

11 Jurisdiction: the official power to make legal decisions and judgments. (Oxford Languages, 2026) 
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agencies often face barriers in exchanging timely and reliable data, whether due to 

bureaucratic limitations, lack of trust, or inadequate technological infrastructure (United 

Nations Security Council, Counter‑Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate, 2025). These 

constraints restrict the ability of states to track suspicious financial flows, identify 

cross‑border networks, and coordinate investigations in real time (International Monetary 

Fund, 2023, Chapter 6). Although regional initiatives and international organizations have 

promoted cooperation, their implementation remains inconsistent across the Sahel (Vision of 

Humanity, 2025). 

Exchange of financial and legal information 

In every country of the Sahel region in Africa, we can find an office of Financial Intelligence 

units (FIU), which is a specialized office where it receives and analyzes every suspicious 

financial transaction in the banking sector. The Inter-Governmental Action Group against 

Money Laundering in West Africa (GIABA) is the organization in charge of ensuring that all 

Sahelian Nations have a standardized protocol for financial reporting. When different banks 

that operate in different countries operate with protocols that differ and are incompatible to 

each other can cause that the cooperation and information sharing is not done in an optimal 

way, creating “legal noise” that prevents the data to be used across borders. The International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) has pointed out that the Sahel region's lack of  standardization hinders 

regional financial surveillance. The consequences of this lack of a standardized protocol can 

help the extremists groups on their financing because the methods they can use to operate and 

manage the financial resources is more efficient compared to the time the nations take to 

cooperate with the needed information to analyze those financial activities. 

​ The Mutual Legal Assistance (MLA), is the official process of where one judge of a 

country formally asks for information, evidence, etc to another nation. It is important to 



ensure the proper and legal extradition of individuals to the proper country in case it is 

proved the guilt of them where they are in a foreign nation with the main goal of ensuring the 

proper judgement of each person and organization. Also, the standardization of the terms is 

very important to avoid any misunderstanding among the sahel delegations because if two 

countries differ on the financing term, can cause the evidence presented to become 

invalidated by a tribunal. The political trust among the Sahel countries has been weak on 

some occasions, causing the lack of sharing of sensitive judicial files to ensure national 

sovereignty. Finally, if the Sahel nations continue using paper and physical mails for the 

registration and transmission of information, they will continue helping the extremists groups 

to facilitate their financing without any legal problem due to their quicker system of 

operation compared to their national and foreign countries. 

Conclussion  

Addressing these challenges requires a more integrated regional approach that prioritizes both 

legal harmonization13 and operational collaboration. States in the Sahel should work toward 

aligning their domestic laws with shared regional and international counterterrorism 

standards, while also reinforcing mutual legal assistance agreements and joint investigative 

frameworks (International Monetary Fund, 2023, Chapter 6; United Nations Security 

Council, Counter‑Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate, 2025). Enhancing cooperation 

between financial intelligence units, border authorities, and judicial institutions can 

significantly improve enforcement outcomes and cross‑border case‑building (Vision of 

Humanity, 2025). Furthermore, investment in capacity‑building and technology is necessary 

13 Harmonization: the act of making systems or laws the same or similar in different companies, countries, etc. 
so that they can work together more easily. (Cambridge Dictionary, 2026) 
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to ensure that all states can actively participate in secure information‑sharing systems (United 

Nations, n.d.). By closing legal gaps and fostering coordinated action, the region can 

strengthen its collective ability to prevent, detect, and combat the financing of extremist 

groups.  
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XXXIX TECMUN 
Glossary of Forbidden Words 

 
 

Forbidden Words 

Defined by the United Nations, are non diplomatic terms participants must avoid to mention 

during their speeches on the debate and in the writing of resolution projects 

 

Forbidden Words  

First world countries 

Third world countries  

Gay14 

War15 

Rape 

Terrorist 

Kill or murder  

Death 

Assassination 

Army  

Money  

Poor 

Okay 

Black16  

 

Permitted equivalents 

Developed countries 

Developing countries 

Member of the LGBTIQ+ community 

Armed conflict 

Sexual abuse 

Extremist 

Deprive someone of their life 

Casualties 

Homicide 

Military forces 

Economic resources 

Lack of resources  

Yes or agree 

Afrodescendant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 The word Black, in reference to ethnicity, is not prohibited but it is recommended to limit its use and refer to 
this sector as a dark-skinned person or afrodescendant as the case may be. 

15 The word War can be used in order to refer to historical contexts, such as the Cold War, the First World War, 
etc. It can only be used in the Security Council to refer to armed conflicts. 

14 The word Gay is replaced by a more inclusive term, recognizing that not all people within the LGBTIQ+ 
community identify in the same way. 



XXXIX TECMUN  
Glossary for Resolution Projects 

 
 

Preambulatory Phrases 

Preambulatory Phrases are used at the beginning of every Resolution Paper in order to give 

context about the resolutions made for the topic. Preambulatory Phrases must be written in 

italics followed by a sentence that gives said context. For each Resolution Paper there must 

be five sentences beginning with a Preambulatory Phrase. 

 

Affirming 

Alarmed by 

Approving 

Bearing in mind 

Believing 

Confident 

Contemplating 

Convinced 

Declaring 

Deeply concerned 

Deeply conscious 

Deeply convinced 

Deeply disturbed 

Deeply regretting 

 

 

Desiring 

Emphasizing 

Expecting 

Expressing its appreciation 

Fulfilling 

Fully aware 

Further deploring 

Further recalling 

Guided by 

Having adopted 

Having considered 

Having examined 

Having received 

Keeping in mind 

 

Noting with deep concern 

Noting with satisfaction 

Noting further 

Observing 

Reaffirming 

Realizing 

Recalling 

Recognizing 

Referring 

Seeking 

Taking into consideration 

Taking note 

Viewing with appreciation 

Welcoming 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



XXXIX TECMUN  
Glossary for Resolution Projects  

 
 
Operative Clauses 

Operative Clauses are used at the beginning of every resolution within the Resolution Paper 

on the debated topic. They must be written in italics and bold. 

 

Accepts 

Affirms 

Approves 

Authorizes 

Calls 

Calls upon 

Condemns 

Confirms 

Congratulates 

Considers 

Declares accordingly 

Deplores 

Designates 

 

 

 

Endorses 

Draws the attentions 

Emphasizes 

Encourages 

Expresses its appreciation 

Expresses its hope 

Further invites 

Further proclaims 

Further reminds 

Further recommends 

Further requests 

Further resolves 

Has resolved 

 

 

Notes 

Proclaims 

Reaffirms 

Recommends 

Regrets 

Reminds 

Requests 

Solemnly 

Affirms 

Strongly 

condemns 

Supports 

Takes note of 

Transmits 

Trusts 
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