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XXXII TECMUN lJr.
General Agenda

Secretary General: Abril Valdés Calva

GENERAL COORDINATION
Subsecretary of General Coordination: Mauro Carillo Galvez
Supervisor of General Coordination for Co. Secretariat: Emiliano Parra Maya

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
General Subsecretary: Andrea Abigail Salazar Lopez
Supervisor of Coordination: Hannia Nieves José

Plenary Session for the General Assembly
President: Fernada Cisneros Farfan

A) Mitigating the legal, humanitarian, and environmental repercussions of the forced
relocation in the Republic of Kiribati, Tuvalu, and the Republic of Maldives caused by the
increasing sea levels and the historical emissions by developed nations.

B) Addressing the conflict in the Taiwan Strait caused by the military activities, airspace
violations, and sovereignty claims between the People’s Republic of China and the Republic
of China (Taiwan), with a focus on regional security and international law.

Third Commission of Social, Humanitarian & Cultural Affairs
Presidente: Diego Lopez Peralta

A) Measures to regulate human rights violations and punishments against the LGBTQ+
community in Africa.

B) Ethical implications of artificial intelligence in healthcare access in countries with
developing healthcare systems, like all of East Africa.

Comision Interamericana de Derechos Humanos
Presidente: Mariana Duerias Salgado

A) Estrategias para garantizar la seguridad y el cumplimiento de derechos humanos de
periodistas en los Estados Unidos Mexicanos frente a los ataques derivados del narcotrafico,
corrupcion estatal y falta de proteccion por parte del Estado.

B) Medidas para salvaguardar los derechos humanos y la seguridad de los inmigrantes en los
Estados Unidos de América afectados por las politicas de deportacion masiva implementadas
por la administracion actual del presidente Donald Trump.

Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Presidente: Josué Yazid Reyes Oliveros

A) Medidas para frenar el trafico ilegal de especies como amenaza a la biodiversidad y los
esfuerzos de conservacion global en América del Sur y la Amazonia brasilefia



B)Estrategias para mitigar el impacto de los microplasticos en los ecosistemas marinos y su
aplicacion en el Sudeste Asiatico

United Nations Children's Emergency Fund
President: Maria Fernanda Lopez Islas

A) Actions to strengthen national legislation to prevent child labor in the informal textile
industry in urban centers of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, where regulatory systems
remain weak and exploitative practices are common.

B) Addressing the rise in mental health issues among children and adolescents following the
COVID-19 pandemic with Significance in the Republic of India.

Instituto Interregional de las Naciones Unidas para Investigaciones sobre la
Delincuencia y la Justicia
Presidente: Reggina Marie Orta Gonzalez

A) Acciones para abordar crimenes vinculados al turismo criminal en el Sudeste Asiatico,
con enfoque en vacios regulatorios y violaciones de derechos humanos.

B) El crecimiento del cibercrimen transnacional en América Latina como amenaza a la
seguridad digital y juridica.

Comision de Derecho Internacional
Presidente: Axl Paris Ortega Rodriguez

Topico A) Estrategias globales para detener la explotacion ilegal de recursos naturales en el
Amazonas, centrandose en la intervencion de empresas extranjeras en Brasil y Peru.

Toépico B) Medidas para evitar el uso del derecho internacional con fines politicos, con
énfasis en las sanciones econdmicas impuestas por los Estados Unidos y la Unién Europea a
la Federacion de Rusia.

Committee Against Torture
President: Mariana Méndez Cruz

A) Measures to eradicate the degrading and generational torture of genital mutilation of
females in the Middle East and Africa.

B) Measures to stop mass repression, forced disappearance, and torture in the criminal
procedure of the Arab Republic of Egypt.

Historica Organizacion de los Estados Americanos
Presidente: Aaron Vazquez Guzman

A) Mecanismos para eliminar la influencia politica del Cartel de Medellin en la Republica de
Colombia priorizando la proteccion de los derechos humanos de la poblacion. (1976-1993)
B) Medidas para la resolucion pacifica del conflicto bélico interno causado por los Contras en
la Republica de Nicaragua mediante la liberacion de tensiones politicas entre los Estados
Unidos de América y la Unidén de Republicas Socialistas Soviéticas. (1979—1990)

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL



General Subsecretary: Samantha Salgado Ndjar
Supervisor of Coordination: Alexa Esmeralda Rivera Jimenez

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
President: Valentina Reyes Pardo

A) Mechanisms to address the rise in obstetric violence in Latin America, due to the
increasing cases of professional negligence that contribute to the violation of women’s
reproductive rights.

B) Measures to counter Gender-Based Political Violence Against Women perpetuated by the
diffusion of anti-progressive campaigns during electoral processes in the United Mexican
States.

Organizacion Internacional para las Migraciones
Presidente: David Trujillo Loza

A) Estrategias para mitigar la crisis masiva de desplazamientos de la Republica de Sudéan a
causa de las disputas territoriales entre las Fuerzas Armadas de Sudan (FAS) y las Fuerzas de
Apoyo Rapido (FAR).

B) Estrategias para frenar la crisis migratoria de la Republica Bolivariana de Venezuela hacia
paises de Latinoamérica y los Estados Unidos de América, manteniendo el enfoque en la
violencia generada por las elecciones presidenciales de 2024.

Comision Economica de las Naciones Unidas para Europa
Presidente: Camila Oliveros Davila

A) Medidas para mitigar el impacto econémico y social del envejecimiento poblacional en
Europa Occidental y del Norte, con especial atencion a la sostenibilidad de los sistemas de
pensiones y salud.

B) Acciones para fomentar la transicion energética a energias renovables en paises en
desarrollo, con enfoque en Asia Central.

United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research
President: Claudia Guadalupe Pfeiffer Benitez

A) Measures to Address the Use of Chemical Weapons in the Syrian Arab Republic with
Emphasis on Compliance with the International Disarmament Regime.

B) Approaches to Strengthening Nuclear Non-Proliferation in the Middle East with Focus on
Adherence to International Norms.

Comision Economica para Africa
Presidente: Rebeca Farah Romero Pérez

A) Estrategias para contrarrestar la hambruna extrema y la escasez de recursos en origen al
conflicto civil en la Republica del Sudan del Sur.

B) Estrategias de intervencion para el deterioro de la economia de la Republica de Sierra
Leona a causa de la epidemia de ébola.

Fonds Monétaire International
Président: Melany Fayed Cervantes Espinoza



A) Mesures visant a réduire la perte d'emplois ruraux en République Fédérative du Brésil, en
particulier dans la région du Cerrado, en raison de la dégradation des terres agricoles.

B) Actions visant a réduire la dette extérieure de maniere juste et organisée pour renforcer et
diversifier I’économie africaine, en particulier en République du Zambie.

Organizacion de las Naciones Unidas para la Educacion, la Ciencia y la Cultura
Presidente: Aaron Badillo Aguilar

Tépico Unico) Medidas para la retencion del desplazamiento forzado de comunidades
indigenas por megaproyectos extractivos en la Republica Federativa del Brasil, la Republica
de Colombia, la Republica del Peru y los Estados Unidos Mexicanos.

Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
President: Maria Fernanda Dominguez Hereida

A) Actions to prevent the recruitment of young people in the Central African Sahel region
into organized crime, addressing the social roots of recruitment into gangs, cartels, and
extremist networks.

B) Strategies to limit radicalization within prison systems in the Southern Philippines and the
lack of effective programs to prevent criminal recidivism.

Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America
President: Jacobo Nicolas Palafox Valdes

A) Strengthening nuclear security protocols in Latin America and the Caribbean in response
to natural disasters.

B) Addressing the risks of illicit nuclear material trafficking in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND REGIONAL ORGANISMS
General Subsecretary: Patrick Eduardo Cunillé Paniagua
Supervisor of Coordination: Arantza Estrada Rios

Oficina de las Naciones Unidas en Ginebra
Presidente: Alexandra Sofia Reyes Galindo

A) Medidas para frenar la trata de personas en Africa Occidental, con énfasis en los
matrimonios infantiles forzados.

B) Acciones para contrarrestar la represion estatal en Irdn, ocasionada por la concentracion
del poder en manos del lider supremo y la Guardia Revolucionaria.

Organizacion Internacional de la Policia
Presidente: Diego Alejandro Salazar Nafate

A) Medidas para frenar el empleo de criptomonedas en el trafico ilicito de especies
protegidas, entre la Republica de Camerun, los Emiratos Arabes Unidos y la Republica
Federal de Alemania.

B) Medidas para erradicar las redes de trata de menores encubiertas como adopciones
internacionales a través de la manipulacion de procedimientos legales y la adulteracion de



credenciales de identificacion entre la Repiiblica Federal de Nigeria, los Emiratos Arabes
Unidos y el Reino de los Paises Bajos.

International Committee of the Red Cross
President: Emiliano Antonio Contreras Salas

A) Measures to protect and assist the civil population and detained persons affected by the
armed conflict between the State of Israel and Palestinian armed groups in the Gaza Strip.

B) Measures to prevent and address violations of human rights in the armed conflict in the
Republic of Sudan, with emphasis on the protection of civilians.

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
President: Marian Robles Ortiz

Topic A) Actions to ensure the management of humanitarian consequences taking place in
the Republic of Yemen as a result of its domestic conflict and the military intervention of
international actors.

Topic B) Strategies to counter the human rights violations happening in Port au Prince and its
surrounding areas as a result of gang violence and abuse from government authorities.

Organizacion del Tratado Atlantico Norte
Presidente: Fausto Moreno Hurtado

A) Medidas para contrarrestar las tensiones diplomaticas causadas en Europa del Este ante la
adicion de la Republica de Finlandia y el Reino de Suecia a la OTAN, con enfoque en el
conflicto de la Federacion Rusa y la Republica de Ucrania.

B) Medidas para enfrentar la crisis migratoria localizada en la frontera sureste de Europa, con
énfasis en la ruta Mediterranea Oriental hacia la Republica Helénica, causada por conflictos
internos localizados en el Medio Oriente con enfoque en el grupo Partido de los Trabajadores
del Kurdistan (PKK) en la Republica Turquia.

World Bank
President: Javier Gil Rodriguez

A) Actions to limit the expansion of the agricultural frontier and large-scale deforestation in

South America, with an emphasis on affected groups in vulnerable regions such as the
Amazon and Gran Chaco.

B) Measures to eradicate the severe precarity of physical and economic resources in the
conflict between the State of Palestine and the State of Israel, with specific attention to
vulnerable citizens located in the Gaza Strip.

Consejo de Seguridad
Presidente: Emiliano Bautista Soza

A) Estrategias para prevenir el resurgimiento de la violencia armada entre el Estado de Israel
y los grupos armados palestinos en Gaza y Cisjordania, al tiempo que se promueve la
estabilidad a largo plazo en la region.

B) Acciones para detener el avance del programa nuclear de Corea del Norte, poniendo
especial atencion en sus pruebas de misiles y las amenazas que representa para la estabilidad
de Asia Oriental.



International Atomic Energy Agency
President: Ana Mercado Gardurio

A) Measures to prevent illicit trafficking of radioactive materials through unstable border
regions, focusing on the region of Central Asia.

B) Actions to mitigate environmental and security risks of nuclear facilities in active and
post-conflict zones centered on Ukraine and the Syrian Arab Republic.

Caribbean Court of Justice
President: Miguel Angel Pérez Rodriguez

A) Appeal by Nevis Betancourt against conviction on depriving Jose Castellanos of his life in
Belizean Appeal (Nevis Betancourt v The King).

B) Proceeding by Shanique Myrie against the State of Barbados on violation of human rights
and free movement rights under the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas (Shanique Myrie v The
State of Barbados).



“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” — Eleanor
Roosevelt

Dear reader,

Six years ago, I participated in my very first TECMUN as a judge in the International Court of
Justice. It was a model full of challenges — not only because it was the first online TECMUN, but
also because I struggled to find the courage to speak in front of delegates who were far more
experienced than [ was. I remember spending those three days hiding behind my camera, only
speaking when the chair required me to. However, there was one moment that changed everything:
watching the Agent Defense inspired me in a way I will never forget. It was then that I realized I also
wanted to be there — to become someone capable of raising my voice and creating change. It wasn’t
until my second model that I discovered my true potential. I represented the Republic of Colombia in
UNICEF, and that was when I asked myself why I should be afraid to express my opinions on topics
that deserve to be heard. That year, | made a promise to stop doubting myself and to participate with
the conviction that my voice also had value. That’s when I understood that TECMUN was not just
about debating — it was about growing, learning, and daring to step out of my comfort zone. That
model marked the beginning of my personal evolution.

Years later, I decided to close this journey where it had all begun — in a court. I joined the Caribbean
Court of Justice as the Agent Defense for the State of Barbados. During the closing ceremony, I
realized I had achieved what I once only dreamed of: I had become an agent of change. I looked at the
High Secretariat and understood that this was my destiny, my dream, my goal — to welcome new
generations of agents determined to transform the world from within the debate halls. I share a piece
of my TECMUN story with you because, just like me, you are probably seeking to grow, to find your
voice, or to reach new goals. No matter where you are in your journey, what truly matters is that you
keep moving forward and never stop believing in yourself.

Never stay silent in the face of injustice. Speak up, act, and make choices — because the power to
create change lies both in the decisions you take and in the ones you choose not to. Educate yourself,
because nurturing your mind will help you understand yourself and others. Help those who need it
most, because you hold privileges that many people around the world do not — and using them to
serve others is one of the noblest forms of leadership. Do everything with passion, with love, and with
purpose — every single day, for yourself and for others. Inspire and be inspired, because you never
know if your words or your actions might be the push someone needs to believe in themselves.

Take advantage of being here today. You have the opportunity to expand your limits, to learn, to teach,
and to motivate those around you. Remember, you are not alone — there is a network of support
surrounding you, believing in you, and walking beside you every step of the way. Be the person you
once wished would guide you through your learning process. And above all, trust yourself — because
you are capable of achieving everything you set your mind to.

Abril Valdés Calva
Secretary General for the
XXXIII TECMUN Jr.



“No hay presion cuando haces lo que realmente amas”™
-Neymar Jr.

Dear participant,

Today I speak to you from the heart of a 12-year-old Mauro, who came to his first model and
wants to tell you that you are about to experience one of the most beautiful things —
TECMUN. A model to which we have poured our soul, heart, and life. I ask you to please
come and enjoy it. I don’t know if you’re here because you had to or because you wanted to,
but the only thing I want to say is thank you — thank you for being part of this great model,
because without you, this project wouldn’t be possible. Thank you for getting involved in

topics that maybe others find irrelevant, but in which you see a solution.

Many people think that being in TECMUN is something insignificant, but the truth is that
you are deeply engaging with issues that are real global challenges today. I want to tell you
that this experience will not only give you knowledge, but it will also open doors to future
and amazing academic opportunities. Moreover, you’ll meet incredible people who share
your same academic interests — or even new ideas that might encourage you to step out of

your bubble and see the world and things from a more realistic perspective.

Lastly, I want to invite you to make the most of your time at TECMUN, because it is a unique
experience that truly changes you as a person and helps you grow. Be open to change and
new ideas, remembering how your past self once dreamed of creating a big change — both
within yourself and in leaving a small mark on the hearts of those who dare to step out of
their comfort zones and routines. Now it’s your turn: laugh, cry, enjoy, learn, and above all,

never let others limit your ability to create.

Mauro Carillo Galvez
Subsecretary of General Coordination for the
XXXIII TECMUN lUr.
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“To the magic of the moment, on a glory night, where the children of tomorrow dream

away” - Klaus Meine

Dear reader,

It has been said that the hardest part of trying new things is the moment of actually doing it,
however, I do believe that the hardest part is having the persistence to keep trying until you
can transform your fear into courage. Today is my fifth model in TECMUN, and after each
one | have learned many new lessons, although they all share the most important one: having
bravery, patience and effort will always demonstrate why they were worth it. My path in
TECMUN has not been easy, it has brought with it time, effort, dedication, but has mostiiy
shown me that my voice has power. Allow me to invite you, delegate, judge, magistrate, to,
even though it could be terrifying, raise your placard and say that opinion or proposal that
may be the key part of a most successful model; prove to yourself that you can transform
those nerves, that you have courage and decide to start changing the world from here.
Remember that your voice is the biggest super power of all, and with it, you can become a
changing agent for the current world. I hope that through this model I can share with you all
the love, passion and excellence that TECMUN has given me; TECMUN gave my life a 360
turn, and I am sure it will do the same with yours. Be welcome to this new TECMUN Jr., live
it to the best, raise your placard, defend your position, make friends and new relationships;
here is the place to grow, transform and experiment. Now, you have a piece of the world in

your hands, it is up to you to decide what you wish to do with it.

Samantha Salgado Najar
Subsecretary of the Economic and Social Council for the
XXXII TECMUN lJr.
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“Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live forever”
- Mahatma Gandhi

Delegate,
Today, you are part of that brave and admirable percentage of people who not only care about
the planet we live on, but are also willing to do something to change it. You have decided to
speak out, research, prepare, and proudly present yourself in front of other young leaders like
you. It is an enormous honor for me to address you for the first time as your president. This
presidency means a lot to me, not only because of the position it entails, but because it
represents an opportunity to inspire, support, and accompany you on this very special
journey. I promise to be present, to listen, to guide, and to give my best so that each of you
feels supported and valued. I know that at times the path may seem uncertain, that nerves and
doubts may arise, but I also know that within you lies enormous potential. Every word you
say in your committee, every idea you propose, every question you ask is a seed of change.
Don't be afraid to make mistakes, to try, to start over. True growth comes from daring, from
challenging what we believe is impossible, and from moving forward despite the fear. Allow
yourself to enjoy this experience. Dare to meet more people, to hear different perspectives, to
participate with an open heart and mind. This space is yours: own it with passion, empathy,
and authenticity. Thank you for having the courage to be here. Thank you for daring to
imagine a better world. May your curiosity never cease, may your imagination always take
you further, and may the courage that brought you here continue to accompany you every

step of the way.

Maria Fernanda Dominguez Heredia

President for the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice for the
XXXIII TECMUN Jr.
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Background

Established by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in 1992 at the request of the
General Assembly, the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ)
serves as the policymaking body of the United Nations (UN). It prioritizes the development
of resolutions, decisions, and norms in the areas of crime prevention and criminal justice.
This commission mandates and promotes international action to combat national and
transnational crime, supports environmental protection through the application of criminal
law, encourages crime prevention within urban areas, and promotes improvements in the
efficiency and integrity of criminal justice systems. The CCPCJ is constituted by 40 member
states that meet annually in regular sessions to take part and develop policies to promote

cooperation.

Faculties

Highlighting the responsibility of this main regulatory body of the United Nations in
the field of crime prevention and criminal justice, the Commission on Crime

Prevention and Criminal Justice is enabled to:

® Provide forums for all Member States to allow the exchange of information,
best practices, experience, information and agreements in order to develop
national and international strategies to counter crime;

® Function as a governing body of the United Nations Office on Drugs and

Crime (UNODC), and to approve the budget of the United Nations Crime

Prevention and Criminal Justice Fund;

13



Set up committees or working groups composed of members of the

Commission as needed, and assign them relevant agenda items for review and
reporting;

Conserve close links with the research institutes belonging to the United
Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme Network (PNI).
Contribute to other United Nations agencies with specific mandates and
partners in the areas of crime prevention and criminal justice;

Gather policymakers and practitioners, as well as parliamentarians, academic

experts, and civil society representatives.
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Topic A

Actions to prevent the recruitment of young
people 1n the Central African Sahel region,
into organized crime, addressing the social
roots of recruitment into gangs, cartels and

extremist networks

By: Maria Fernanda Dominguez Heredia y Miguel Ander Hernandez Aguilar
and Miguel Ander Hernandez Aguilar
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Introduction

The African Sahel region encompasses 10 states, the Republic of Senegal, the Republic of
Gambia, the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, the Republic of Guinea, the Republic of Mali,
the Republic of Burkina Faso, the Republic of Niger, the Republic of Chad, the Republic of
Cameroon, and the Federal Republic of Nigeria. Religion, migration, and trade have united
communities and created participatory societies for over a millennium. In the Sahel, each
region depends on the others. The countries of the Western Sahel maintain ties with the
coastal countries of West Africa. Crises affecting these countries impact their northern
neighbors, who face extreme economic hardship. Over time, organized crime has caused a
violation of peace and security, as well as human rights. Many young people are victims of
violence, which during 2023 increased by 130% in the Sahel region, where minors are
recruited and used in criminal armed groups such as jihadists with the aim of controlling
resources, smuggling, and weakening the state. In addition to security challenges, the region
faces significant environmental and political challenges. Climate change has exacerbated
droughts and desertification, shifting the Sahel's ecological zone southward and reducing
biodiversity and arable land. These conditions increase the vulnerability of young people to
recruitment and threaten sustainable peace and development.

Extremist groups' embrace radical ideologies and use violence or intimidation to
further their political, religious, or social goals. In the Sahel, many of these groups threaten
its stability. Among them are Boko Haram, Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and its
allies, as well as the Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISIS-Sahel). These groups are
characterized by violent actions, coordinated attacks, and the expansion of their influence

across borders. Despite various initiatives to curb these groups, there is a significant political

! Extremist groups: an organization or collective that promotes or practices ideologies, actions, or goals that are
considered extreme or radical, with the intention of causing harm or disruption to society.
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inadequacy, and the situation remains a major challenge for the region's inhabitants, who are

often displaced or recruited due to the instability that plagues them.

Background

Boys and girls are caught in the middle of the armed conflicts ravaging the Central Sahel.
The year 2022 was considered one of the most violent for children, the most catastrophic
since the outbreak of the armed conflict in northern Mali. Currently, armed groups operate
with the aim of inflicting’ as many casualties as possible on communities, also taking
advantage of existing ethnic tensions and rivalries. In the Republic of Burkina Faso, during
the first nine months of 2022, three times as many child casualties were recorded than in the
same period in 2021. Insecurity has crossed the borders of the Central Sahel, putting more
than four million children at risk across the region.

The border area between the Republic of Niger, Republic of Mali, and Republic of
Burkina Faso has experienced an alarming increase in child recruitment. Armed groups such
as the Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) and the al-Qaeda-affiliated Jama'at Nusrat
al-Islam wal-Muslimin (JNIM) have committed war crimes and other abuses in the context of
the conflict, leaving children severely affected. Despite constant calls for help, many
witnesses say that Nigerien security forces have failed to respond effectively, arriving at the
sites attacked after the fighting has already ended. Recruitment of minors by the Group for
the Support of Islam and Muslims has increased significantly in areas near the border with
the Republic of Burkina Faso. Testimonies indicate that these groups often attract young
people between the ages of 15 and 17 by offering basic goods such as food, money, and
clothing.

The systematic recruitment of minors by criminal and extremist groups in the Central

Sahel represents a serious threat to regional security. Far from being merely a humanitarian

2 Inflicting: to make somebody/something suffer something unpleasant. (Oxford Dictionary, 2025)
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crisis, it has become an organized strategy to strengthen criminal networks, perpetuate
territorial control, and expand the power of armed groups. These practices not only violate
the fundamental rights of minors but also fuel structures of violence that are increasingly
difficult to eradicate. Therefore, it is essential that efforts in the region focus on combating
organized crime and dismantling youth recruitment mechanisms, while also recognizing the
social roots of the problem and promoting coordinated responses at the national and

international levels.

Recruitment methods

Recently, organized crime networks and violent extremist groups in the Central Sahel region
and around the world have intensified the recruitment of young people and minors as part of
their operations. This practice responds to multiple strategic interests: children and
adolescents represent a lower operating cost, generate a powerful propaganda impact, offer
tactical advantages on the ground, and are more susceptible to external influence than adults.
Furthermore, their involvement in illicit activities, such as illicit substances, arms, or human
trafficking, can be used as a tactic to avoid criminal liability, as they are not perceived as an
immediate threat by law enforcement. However, this strategy has serious consequences, as
recruited minors are frequently exploited, exposed to high levels of violence, and deprived of
their fundamental rights, becoming trapped in cycles of criminality from an early age.

These extremist groups continue to recruit children using methods adopted from
armed groups to recruit soldiers, but they have also been improving and developing more
innovative techniques. Forced recruitment remains one of the most common methods of

recruiting minors. However, some children appear to join an extremist group voluntarily, this
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is never the case. It is the result of environmental causes, such as escaping poverty, insecurity,
marginalization®, discrimination, or simply an instinct for survival.

There are many techniques for carrying out this type of recruitment, but some of the
most popular and widely used are forced recruitment: This involves kidnapping or coercing
minors through threats or buying them from traffickers. Recruitment through links between
the group and community leaders: When an armed group protects a community from threats
from other groups, families and community leaders may encourage children to join.
Economic incentive: This occurs when groups offer food, money, or protection to ensure
loyalty. Transnational recruitment: Families or children cross borders alone to join extremist
groups, either by choice or by force, as a result of a kidnapping. Use of schools: When
extremist groups control entire communities, they may use schools as places to indoctrinate
children and promote the group's image. Propaganda: Groups highlight the benefits of
joining, such as status or prestige, uniforms, and weapons, although they may also appeal to
empathy by showing the terrible crimes other groups have committed, which can incite
children to seek revenge. Online recruitment: Groups use social media platforms such as
email, chat rooms, online groups, message boards, videos, and apps as recruiting tools,

studying and targeting those most vulnerable to their tactics.

Extremist groups within the Sahel

During the 21st century, artificial borders and systems of government were imposed that
ignored the region's local traditional and ethnic structures. This left a chain of conflicts such
as political instability, social inequality, and distrust of the state. After the independence of
the Central Sahel, the participating states faced problems of governance, corruption, and

ethnic conflicts. This was the result of years of neglect by political leaders who failed to

3 Marginalization: the process or result of making somebody feel as if they are not important and cannot
influence decisions or events. (Oxford Dictionary, 2025)
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prioritize public management for civilians, exacerbating local problems. In the northern
regions of the Republic of Mali and the Republic of Niger, various nomadic ethnic groups
lived and began rebellions demanding autonomy and rights, as they were completely
marginalized. The state responded forcefully, and this only generated tensions and
displacement.

In the late 1990s and early 2000s, jihadist groups from North Africa began to move
south of the Sahara Desert. One of the most significant was the Salafist Group for Preaching
and Combat (GSPC) in the Republic of Algeria, which later transformed into Al-Qaeda in the
Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). Subsequently, following the civil war in the State of Libya, huge
quantities of weapons were released, and various nomadic ethnic groups returned to the
Sahel. These groups were soon displaced by jihadists who imposed Sharia* law in cities like
Timbuktu and Gao. France launched an operation to halt the jihadist advance, but they only
regrouped in rural and border areas.

The situation worsened when regional expansions and jihadist alliances began, with
several extremist groups uniting under the leadership of Iyad Ag Ghaly, aligned with
al-Qaeda. At the same time, the Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) emerged. This
group, along with others, began operating in Sahel regions such as the Republic of Burkina
Faso, Republic of Niger, and Republic of Mali. The state's abandonment in many regions
paved the way for extremist groups to offer security, money, or local justice. They began
recruiting primarily marginalized youth, lacking education or opportunities, using religious
rhetoric and promises of protection. Armed groups currently control large extensions of rural
areas, financed by extortion, smuggling, and kidnappings. The regions most affected by these
attacks have experienced military coups, weakening their fight against extremism. Some

regimes have expelled French troops and formed alliances with other countries, such as the

* Sharia: a religious law of Islam seen as the expression of God’s command for Muslims and, in application,
constitutes a system of duties that are incumbent upon all Muslims by virtue of their religious belief.
(Britannica, 2025)
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Russian Federation. Territorial disputes between the same groups in the region have

generated violent clashes that only complicate the situation.

Criminal justice and human rights

In the Central Sahel region, criminal justice systems face various limitations when addressing
the recruitment of young people by organized crime. Often, the response focuses on
criminalizing the minors involved, without considering the structural factors that led them to
join these groups. The lack of resources, trained personnel, and access to effective judicial
mechanisms makes it difficult to identify young people as victims of exploitation and
manipulation. In many cases, criminal justice systems fail to differentiate between those who
perpetrate violence and those who were co-opted under threat or out of extreme need.
Furthermore, the punitive approach adopted in several contexts has raised concerns
about potential human rights violations. The prolonged detention of minors, the use of
inadequate prisons, and the absence of reintegration programs highlight the system's
shortcomings. International organizations have highlighted the need to reform penal
institutions to ensure they operate more consistently with international child rights standards.
However, the reality on the ground shows that many states still prioritize immediate security

over restorative or preventive approaches.

International Response

The international community has responded to youth recruitment in the Central Sahel through
various initiatives promoted by multilateral organizations such as the United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), UNDP, and the African Union. These actions include
prevention programs, institutional strengthening, community education, and cross-border
cooperation. However, responses vary among Committee member states: some promote

approaches centered on human rights, juvenile justice, and social development, while others
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prioritize security strategies, policing, and military intervention. This diversity of positions
reflects the complexity of the phenomenon and the need for balanced international action
tailored to the local context.

The conflict in the Central Sahel is not an isolated problem, but a threat with profound
global implications. The expansion of organized crime, the radicalization of minors, and the
weakening of state structures fuel dynamics that can destabilize entire regions, intensify
migratory flows, and erode progress in human rights and development. Ignoring this situation
would mean allowing transnational criminal networks to continue exploiting the fragility of
states to consolidate their power. Therefore, a collective, sustained response focused on child

protection, effective criminal justice, and the building of lasting peace is urgently needed.

22



References

. Ballesteros, M. (2025). Radicallizacion Yihadista en Centros Penitenciarios.
reunir.unir.net. Retrieved from
https://reunir.unir.net/bitstream/handle/123456789/6094/BALLESTEROS%20PAST

R%2C%20JOSE%20MARIA .pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y#:~:text=Se%20ha%20d

emostrado%?20que%20n0%20tener%20una.de%?20libertad%20por%20delitos%20dife

rentes%20al%?20terrorismo.&text=Para%?20llevar%20a%20cabo%20esta%20hip%C3
%B3tesis%20se.procesos%20de%20captaci%C3%B3n%2C%20adoctrinamiento%20

v%20finalmente%20reclutamiento.

. Demuynck, M. (2022). Mass Displacement and Violent Extremism in the Sahel: A
Vicious Circle?. icct.nl. Retrieved from

https://icct.nl/sites/default/files/2022-12/meryl-policy-brief-final-version.pdf

. Rosal, J. (2025). Prevention of radicalization: UNED advises the Philippines. uned.es.
Retrieved from

https://www.uned.es/universidad/inicio/en/noticias/mostrarnoticia?noticia=prevencion
-de-la-radicalizacion-la-uned-asesora-a-filipinas

. Ministerio de Defensa. (2018). Panoramica historica y etnografica del Sahel. ieee.es.

Retrieved from
https://publicaciones.defensa.gob.es/media/downloadable/files/links/d/s/dsd_78.pdf

. Naciones Unidas. (2013). Guia de Introduccion a la Prevencion de la Reincidencia y
la  Reintegracion Social de Delincuentes. unodc.org. Retrieved from

https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/UNODC_SocialReintegr
ation ESP_LR_final online_ version.pdf

. Niger: Aumentan los homicidios y el reclutamiento de menores por grupos armados
en la triple frontera del Sahel, segin un nuevo informe. (2021). amnesty.org.
Retrieved from

https://www.amnesty.org/es/latest/news/2021/09/niger-increasing-number-of-children-
killed-and-recruited-by-armed-groups-in-sahels-tri-border-area-new-report/

. UNICEF. (2023). La infancia en peligro: Méximo riesgo en el Sahel central.
unicef.org. Retrieved from
https://www.unicef.org/es/informes/la-infancia-en-peligro-maximo-riesgo-en-el-sahel-
central

. United Nations Development Programme. (2024). Sustainable Energy for Economic
and Climate  Security in the Sahel. wundp.org. Retrieved from

https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2024-02/undp-hdr-sahel-report-eng
_web_0_1.pdf

23


https://reunir.unir.net/bitstream/handle/123456789/6094/BALLESTEROS%20PASTOR%2C%20JOSE%20MARIA.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y#:~:text=Se%20ha%20demostrado%20que%20no%20tener%20una,de%20libertad%20por%20delitos%20diferentes%20al%20terrorismo.&text=Para%20llevar%20a%20cabo%20esta%20hip%C3%B3tesis%20se,procesos%20de%20captaci%C3%B3n%2C%20adoctrinamiento%20y%20finalmente%20reclutamiento.
https://reunir.unir.net/bitstream/handle/123456789/6094/BALLESTEROS%20PASTOR%2C%20JOSE%20MARIA.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y#:~:text=Se%20ha%20demostrado%20que%20no%20tener%20una,de%20libertad%20por%20delitos%20diferentes%20al%20terrorismo.&text=Para%20llevar%20a%20cabo%20esta%20hip%C3%B3tesis%20se,procesos%20de%20captaci%C3%B3n%2C%20adoctrinamiento%20y%20finalmente%20reclutamiento.
https://reunir.unir.net/bitstream/handle/123456789/6094/BALLESTEROS%20PASTOR%2C%20JOSE%20MARIA.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y#:~:text=Se%20ha%20demostrado%20que%20no%20tener%20una,de%20libertad%20por%20delitos%20diferentes%20al%20terrorismo.&text=Para%20llevar%20a%20cabo%20esta%20hip%C3%B3tesis%20se,procesos%20de%20captaci%C3%B3n%2C%20adoctrinamiento%20y%20finalmente%20reclutamiento.
https://reunir.unir.net/bitstream/handle/123456789/6094/BALLESTEROS%20PASTOR%2C%20JOSE%20MARIA.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y#:~:text=Se%20ha%20demostrado%20que%20no%20tener%20una,de%20libertad%20por%20delitos%20diferentes%20al%20terrorismo.&text=Para%20llevar%20a%20cabo%20esta%20hip%C3%B3tesis%20se,procesos%20de%20captaci%C3%B3n%2C%20adoctrinamiento%20y%20finalmente%20reclutamiento.
https://reunir.unir.net/bitstream/handle/123456789/6094/BALLESTEROS%20PASTOR%2C%20JOSE%20MARIA.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y#:~:text=Se%20ha%20demostrado%20que%20no%20tener%20una,de%20libertad%20por%20delitos%20diferentes%20al%20terrorismo.&text=Para%20llevar%20a%20cabo%20esta%20hip%C3%B3tesis%20se,procesos%20de%20captaci%C3%B3n%2C%20adoctrinamiento%20y%20finalmente%20reclutamiento.
https://reunir.unir.net/bitstream/handle/123456789/6094/BALLESTEROS%20PASTOR%2C%20JOSE%20MARIA.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y#:~:text=Se%20ha%20demostrado%20que%20no%20tener%20una,de%20libertad%20por%20delitos%20diferentes%20al%20terrorismo.&text=Para%20llevar%20a%20cabo%20esta%20hip%C3%B3tesis%20se,procesos%20de%20captaci%C3%B3n%2C%20adoctrinamiento%20y%20finalmente%20reclutamiento.
https://icct.nl/sites/default/files/2022-12/meryl-policy-brief-final-version.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.uned.es/universidad/inicio/en/noticias/mostrarnoticia?noticia=prevencion-de-la-radicalizacion-la-uned-asesora-a-filipinas
https://www.uned.es/universidad/inicio/en/noticias/mostrarnoticia?noticia=prevencion-de-la-radicalizacion-la-uned-asesora-a-filipinas
https://publicaciones.defensa.gob.es/media/downloadable/files/links/d/s/dsd_78.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/UNODC_SocialReintegration_ESP_LR_final_online_version.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/UNODC_SocialReintegration_ESP_LR_final_online_version.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/es/latest/news/2021/09/niger-increasing-number-of-children-killed-and-recruited-by-armed-groups-in-sahels-tri-border-area-new-report/
https://www.amnesty.org/es/latest/news/2021/09/niger-increasing-number-of-children-killed-and-recruited-by-armed-groups-in-sahels-tri-border-area-new-report/
https://www.unicef.org/es/informes/la-infancia-en-peligro-maximo-riesgo-en-el-sahel-central
https://www.unicef.org/es/informes/la-infancia-en-peligro-maximo-riesgo-en-el-sahel-central
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2024-02/undp-hdr-sahel-report-eng_web_0_1.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2024-02/undp-hdr-sahel-report-eng_web_0_1.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com

10.

I1.

12.

13

14.

United Nations Development Programme. (2023). Youth in Africa:
a demographic imperative for peace and security. undp.org. Retrieved from

https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2023-05/undp-africa-youth-in-aftric
a-2023-EN.pdf

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. (2024). UNODC Launches SAHEL-PEV
- A Youth-focused Regional PVE Network in the Sahel. unodc.org. Retrieved from

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/terrorism/latest-news/2024-unodc-launches-sahel-pe
v---a-youth-focused-regional-pve-network-in-the-sahel.html

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. (2017). Handbook on Children Recruited
and Exploited by Terrorist and Violent Extremist Groups: The Role of the Justice
System. United Nations: Office on Drugs and Crime. Retrieved from
https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/Child-Victims/Handboo

k_on_Children Recruited and Exploited by Terrorist and Violent Extremist Grou
ps_the Role of the Justice System.E.pdf

United Nations Meeting Coverage and Press Releases. (2019). Cutting Off Access to
Funds, Bolstering Criminal Justice Responses Key to Severing Terrorism-Organized
Crime Link, Experts Tell Security Council. press.un.org. Retrieved from
https://press.un.org/en/2019/sc13875.doc.htm

. Violent  extremism in the Sahel. (n.d.). CSIS. Retrieved from

https://www.csis.org/programs/former-programs/transnational-threats-project-archive/
militancy-and-arc-instability-2-0

Violent  extremism in the Sahel. (2024). CFR. Retrieved from
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/violent-extremism-sahel

24


https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2023-05/undp-africa-youth-in-africa-2023-EN.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2023-05/undp-africa-youth-in-africa-2023-EN.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/terrorism/latest-news/2024-unodc-launches-sahel-pev---a-youth-focused-regional-pve-network-in-the-sahel.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/terrorism/latest-news/2024-unodc-launches-sahel-pev---a-youth-focused-regional-pve-network-in-the-sahel.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/Child-Victims/Handbook_on_Children_Recruited_and_Exploited_by_Terrorist_and_Violent_Extremist_Groups_the_Role_of_the_Justice_System.E.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/Child-Victims/Handbook_on_Children_Recruited_and_Exploited_by_Terrorist_and_Violent_Extremist_Groups_the_Role_of_the_Justice_System.E.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/Child-Victims/Handbook_on_Children_Recruited_and_Exploited_by_Terrorist_and_Violent_Extremist_Groups_the_Role_of_the_Justice_System.E.pdf
https://press.un.org/en/2019/sc13875.doc.htm?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.csis.org/programs/former-programs/transnational-threats-project-archive/militancy-and-arc-instability-2-0
https://www.csis.org/programs/former-programs/transnational-threats-project-archive/militancy-and-arc-instability-2-0
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/violent-extremism-sahel?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Topic B

Strategies to limit radicalization within prison
systems 1n the Southern Philippines and the
lack of effective programs to prevent criminal

recidivism

By: Maria Fernanda Dominguez Heredia and Miguel Ander Hernandez Aguilar

25



Introduction

The southern Philippines, specially the Mindanao region, has been the scene of a prolonged
armed conflict, clashes with insurgent groups, and the presence of extremist ideologies,
creating an environment of constant insecurity. These insurgent groups include the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), and more
recently, ISIS-affiliated factions such as the Maute Group and Abu Sayyaf. The extremist’
ideologies present range from Islamist fundamentalism inspired by global jihadist movements
to localized narratives of resistance against the Philippine state. In this context, radicalization
in prison systems has become a widespread problem affecting the entire region. Due to
prisons overcrowding, they become spaces where this phenomenon is fueled by inmate®
interaction, lack of resources, and the spread of extremist ideologies. There is a long history
of violence, including clashes with the government and various insurgent groups. This creates
an environment conducive to radicalization in prisons. Furthermore, upon release, many face
challenges such as recidivism’ and social reintegration. Communities can become unsafe
when prisoners are released without adequate preparation, supervision, and support.

The Philippine prison system, especially in conflict-ridden regions like Mindanao,
suffer from a structural collapse characterized by overcrowding, a shortage of rehabilitation
programs, and a lack of specialized personnel. Every day, hundreds of Filipino prisoners
await trial in overpopulated and under-resourced prisons. Many have been held there for
months, even years, and have yet to be convicted of any crime. These challenges reduce the
government's capacity to manage prison populations effectively, opening the door for

extremist ideologies to take hold and spread. Young people incarcerated for minor offenses

5 Extremist: having or involving beliefs that most people think are unreasonable and unacceptable (Cambridge
Dictionary, 2025)

¢ Inmate: one of the people living in an institution such as a prison or a mental hospital (Oxford Dictionary,
2025)

" Recidivism: the act of continuing to commit crimes even after having been punished (Cambridge Dictionary,
2025)
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can be easily influenced by radical actors who take advantage of the institutional vacuum and
widespread hopelessness. Radicalization in these environments poses a risk not only to
internal stability but also to national and regional security.

Criminal recidivism, on the other hand, is a consequence of a system that fails to
provide ex-offenders with real tools to reintegrate into society. In the absence of job
opportunities, psychosocial support, and education, many of them turn to crime or extremism
as their only means of survival or identity reconstruction. This problem is exacerbated in
areas affected by armed conflict, where the state’s institutional presence is weak or
nonexistent. Therefore, addressing prison radicalization and preventing recidivism cannot be
treated as isolated issues, but as a systemic crisis that requires comprehensive strategies and

sustained international cooperation.

Background

The conflict in the southern Philippines dates back to the colonization and marginalization of
Muslim populations in Mindanao. For decades, these communities have struggled for
recognition of their autonomy and rights, leading to the rise of separatist movements such as
the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF),
Islamist groups based in Mindanao, Philippines, that seek an autonomous region for the Moro
people separate from the central government. These communities include the Maranao,
Tausug, and Maguindanao peoples, who have long inhabited areas such as Lanao del Sur,
Sulu, and Maguindanao provinces, and whose cultural and religious identities have been at
the center of the struggle for self-determination. Although partial peace agreements have
been reached, the region remains unstable and vulnerable to the influence of extremist
groups. The emergence of factions such as the Abu Sayyaf and fighters loyal to the Islamic

State has intensified violence and complicated peace efforts.
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As a result, prisons have become spaces where conflict dynamics are replicated.
Chronic overpopulation, a lack of trained personnel, and poor conditions have weakened the
state's ability to control the prison environment. Within detention centers, extremist groups
have taken advantage of the conditions to recruit inmates by exploiting religion, social
resentment, and the promise of power. Prisons are thus transformed into indoctrination®
centers rather than rehabilitation institutions.

Furthermore, violence in the southern Philippines stems from a complex combination
of historical, religious, and economic factors. During Spanish colonization and, subsequently,
under US rule, Muslim populations in Mindanao were politically and socially marginalized,
laying the groundwork for a protracted conflict. In the 1970s, the creation of armed
movements like the MNLF responded to territorial dispossession and a lack of economic
opportunities, leading to decades of confrontations with the state. In the midst of this crisis,
prisons have become a reflection of structural exclusion: they are used not only for
punishment but also as spaces where resentment, poverty, and extremist narratives take root.
In some cases, the commodification of prison control has even been documented, with
inmates paying for protection, access to resources, or even political favors, replicating the

inequality they experience outside the walls.

Structural Fragility and Regionalized Radicalization

Prisons in the southern Philippines are currently facing a humanitarian and security crisis.
Institutions such as the Bureau of Corrections have been criticized for their inability to
guarantee decent conditions or effective rehabilitation processes. In some prisons, such as
those in Basilan and Sulu, the active presence of ISIS-linked groups has been identified,

operating with relative impunity. This reality has been recognized by international

8 Indoctrination: the process of repeating an idea or belief to someone until they accept it without criticism or
question (Cambridge Dictionary, 2025)
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organizations such as the UN and Human Rights Watch, which have urged the Philippine
government to urgently reform its prison system.

Despite some isolated efforts, such as deradicalization’ programs promoted by NGOs
and religious communities, coverage remains limited and lacks national coordination. Many
programs lack funding, monitoring, and evaluation, which hinders their long-term
effectiveness. Furthermore, initiatives do not always take into account the region's specific
sociocultural and religious factors, which reduces their impact. The lack of differentiated
policies for youth, women, and ex-combatants also limits results.

Recidivism also remains a key concern. According to national statistics, a significant
portion of released inmates in Mindanao reoffend within two years. In many cases, these
ex-convicts join armed groups operating outside state control. This situation not only
represents a failure of the criminal justice system but also puts the security of local
communities at risk. The problem, therefore, is no longer merely criminal or ideological, but

deeply structural and regional.

Dynamics and Causes of Radicalization in Prisons

Prisons, grounds meant to be a place for reforming those who deviated from the law in the
past. Some countries with a “security first” mindset tend to completely disregard the
opportunities to reform prisoners. Prisons are usually seen either as inhuman punishments or
insufficient, undoubtedly they are key when talking about radical or militant movements.
These are places of extreme vulnerability, lack of empathy and pain where radicalization can
arise. However, peaceful change can take place here too.

Due to the nature of this place, identity seekers, protection seekers and rebels are born

in a bigger number than in other environments. Because of this radical and religious

? Deradicalization: the process of making someone become less radical in their political or religious beliefs
(Cambridge Dictionary, 2025)
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ideologies flourish. Other circumstances that help with radicalisation are overcrowding and
under-staffing. As it leads to badly run prisons in which detection of radicalisation is difficult,
while also letting extremist recruiters operate freely. The lack of tools like inexperience
within staff can also lead to radicalisation, for example, no translators or not being able to tell
apart the difference between radicalisation or religious conversion. Finally, the state plays an
important part, if the state isn’t involved in granting dignified living conditions for the
inmates, it’s expected that radical ideals start to appear between prisoners.

An example of extreme conditions can be seen in the Philippines, the Manila City Jail
(one of the oldest prisons in the Philippines) has a capacity of under 1200 people. However it
currently accommodates an average of 3200 men. They have to sleep on the floor next to
each other, without pillows or blankets. Without space it’s difficult to move or even have
some personal space. During a heat wave in Manila that reached 40 C° insomnia was a
serious problem. The leaders of the Philippines know that this has become a problem as they
have one of the most congested prison systems, so they are working for solutions that targets
offering a dignified lifestyle and especially overcrowding, like: Making efforts to keep people
out of jail in the first place, reduce payments to bail out, prioritizing releasing elderly
inmates, implementing programs to reduce sentences; like Read Your Way Out, which tackles
the overcrowding problem, as well as the lack of reforming programs. The Philippines is an
example of how to start working towards fixing this problem. They are taking into account
several points suggested by the UN which focus on justice and human rights, some are
managing prison staff and other resource persons working with violent extremist prisoners to

prevent them from radicalization and prepare them for their reintegration into the community.

Existing Gaps in Rehabilitation and Reintegration Programs

Undoubtedly, there are several gaps in the penitentiary system. It doesn’t offer enough tools

for the inmates to rehabilitate and reintegrate back to society. This is because of several
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factors, but first, we need to understand what is the purpose of imprisonment. Deprivative
measures are meant to protect society against offenders, reduce recidivism and later
reintegrate them back into society. It’s important to ensure that the period of imprisonment
ensures that when freed, the ex-offender carries on with law-abiding and self-supporting life.

Though the purpose of imprisonment is to protect the society from offenders and later
help them reincorporate into society, the truth is that only the first is true. A lot of people who
served their sentence end up re-incarcerated, this is due to the fact that a great number of
prisons lack reincorporation, reformation and correctional education programs. A study made
by RAND (2013) demonstrates that adults who receive correctional education have improved
chances of not returning to prison, not recidivating, getting a job after being released. This
seems great, however, few prisoners have the chance to learn or work while serving their
time. And this isn’t only because of the wealth of their country, but also because prison
systems struggle with the implementation of work and education on a scale large enough to
actually be considered relevant.

Another thing to take into account is the fact that there are few laws to back up and
support the implementation of these types of programs. It’s imperative that countries take
legislative action to ensure the penitentiary system contributes to creating a better
environment for both prisoners and detainees. However, it is equally important that reforms
are implemented in a way that does not compromise the wellbeing of inmates, prison staff, or
the economic sustainability of the prison system. In this regard, the UNODC’s roadmap
offers a valuable foundation for countries to build upon. It highlights key areas of focus, such
as physical healthcare, mental healthcare and psychological support, substance abuse
treatment, addressing behavior and attitudes, as well as education, vocational training, and
opportunities for work experience—all of which are essential for effective rehabilitation and

reintegration.
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A country that has taken action and cooperated hand to hand with the United Nations
is the government of the Philippines. They organized a three day technical workshop on
“Enhancing the capacity of prison and jail personnel and officials in handling and managing
Violent Extremist Offenders (VEOSs).” The workshop gave tools to the participants in the
training, education and rehabilitation areas on how to effectively work in the correction
system. This is a good example on how countries can work on improving their penitentiary

system for the benefit of inmates, staff, society and economic, as well as, judicial areas.

International response

The international community has expressed growing concern over the conditions in
Philippine prisons, especially in regions affected by conflict and radicalization. Organizations
such as the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and Human Rights Watch
have urged the government to implement reforms aimed at protecting human rights and
preventing extremism. Several NGOs have also collaborated with local actors to promote
deradicalization and rehabilitation programs, although with limited scope. Despite these
efforts, coordination and funding remain major challenges.

This issue is of direct relevance to the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice (CCPCJ), as it intersects with global priorities such as prison reform,
counterterrorism, and youth radicalization. Addressing the structural deficiencies of the
Philippine penitentiary system aligns with the committee’s mandate to promote effective
criminal justice systems worldwide. Moreover, the spread of extremist ideologies within
detention centers poses transnational security risks. Supporting long-term, rights-based

solutions in this region strengthens global stability and justice.
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XXXIII TECMUN Jr.

Glossary of Forbidden Words

Forbidden Words

Defined by the United Nations, are non diplomatic terms participants must avoid to mention

during their speeches on the debate and in the writing of resolution projects

Forbidden Words

First world countries

Third world countries

10

Gay
War'!
Rape
Terrorist
Kill or murder
Death
Assassination
Army
Money
Poor
Okay
Black'?

Permitted equivalents

Developed countries
Developing countries
Member of the LGBTIQ+ community
Belic conflict
Sexual abuse
Extremist
Deprive someone of their life
Casualties
Homicide
Military forces
Economic resources
Lack of resources
Yes or agree

Afrodescendant

'% The word Gay is replaced by a more inclusive term, recognizing that not all people within the LGBTIQ+

community identify in the same way.

" The word War can be used in order to refer to historical contexts, such as the Cold War, the First World War,
etc. It can only be used in the Security Council to refer to armed conflicts.
'2 The word Black, in reference to ethnicity, is not prohibited but it is recommended to limit its use and refer to
this sector as a dark-skinned person or afrodescendant as the case may be.
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XXXIII TECMUN Jr.

Glossary for Resolution Projects

Preambulatory Phrases

Preambulatory Phrases are used at the beginning of every Resolution Paper in order to give

context about the resolutions made for the topic. Preambulatory Phrases must be written in

italics followed by a sentence that gives said context. For each Resolution Paper there must

be five sentences beginning with a Preambulatory Phrase.

Affirming
Alarmed by
Approving
Bearing in mind
Believing
Confident
Contemplating
Convinced
Declaring

Deeply concerned
Deeply conscious
Deeply convinced
Deeply disturbed
Deeply regretting

Desiring
Emphasizing
Expecting
Expressing its appreciation
Fulfilling

Fully aware
Further deploring
Further recalling
Guided by

Having adopted
Having considered
Having examined
Having received

Keeping in mind

Noting with deep concern
Noting with satisfaction
Noting further

Observing

Reaffirming

Realizing

Recalling

Recognizing

Referring

Seeking

Taking into consideration
Taking note

Viewing with appreciation

Welcoming
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XXXII TECMUN lJr.
Glossary for Resolution Projects

Operative Clauses
Operative Clauses are used at the beginning of every resolution within the Resolution Paper

on the debated topic. They must be written in italics and bold.

Accepts Endorses Notes
Affirms Draws the attentions Proclaims
Approves Emphasizes Reaffirms
Authorizes Encourages Recommends
Calls Expresses its appreciation Regrets
Calls upon Expresses its hope Reminds
Condemns Further invites Requests
Confirms Further proclaims Solemnly
Congratulates Further reminds Affirms
Considers Further recommends Strongly
Declares accordingly Further requests condemns
Deplores Further resolves Supports
Designates Has resolved Takes note of
Transmits
Trusts
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